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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


CHRISTIAN’S  USE  OF  MONEY. 

Lev.  J . M.  Foster,  Boston. 

There  is  no  more  important  question  to 
the  believer  than  the  proper,  wise  and 
helpful  use  of  this  world’s  goods.  lie  is 
here  in  the  flesh  and  must  deal  with 
earthly  good  every  day.  He  is  living  the 
heavenly  life  and  preparing  for  God’s 
glory,  and  the  use  he  makes  of  earthly 
things  must  minister  to  this  end.  The 
words  of  the  Master  have  therefore  a deep 
and  searching  significance.  “He  that  is 
faithful  in  that  which  is  least  is  faithful 
also  in  much,  and  he  that  is  unjust  in  the 
least  is  unjust  also  in  much.  If,  there- 
fore, ye  have  not  been  faithful  in  the  un- 
righteous mammon,  who  will  commit  to 
your  trust  the  true  riches?  And  if  ye 
have  not  been  faithful  in  that  which  is 
another  man’s,  who  shall  give  you  that 
which  is  your  own?”  Our  Lord  puts 
“ mammon,  ” or  this  world’s  outward  good, 
in  contrast  with  the  inward  riches  of  the 
heart  devoted  to  Christ  and  filled  with 
His  Spirit.  The  first  “is  that  which  is 
least,”  “unrighteous,”  “another’s.”  The 
second  is  “that  which  is  much,”  “the  true 
riches,”  “your  own.”  Our  Lord  also 
teaches  that  our  use  of  the  material 
things  of  earth  determines,  or  at  least  is 
an  element  in  determining,  our  possession 
of  the  heavenly  riches. 

I.  • Our  Lord  sets  up  a new  and  strange 
standard  of  value.  In  the  Meldive  Is- 


lands, in  Bengal  and  elsewhere,  cowry 
shells  are  used  as  money.  The  gold  and 
silver  are  not  regarded  b)'-  them  as  valu- 
able. The  standard  of  civilization,  when 
introduced  in  these  places,  is  not  more 
revolutionary  than  this  new  standard  that 
Christ  sets  up  among  His  professed  fol- 
lowers. He  places  all  the  gold  and  silver 
and  precious  stones  and  lands  and  houses 
of  this  world  in  one  glittering  heap.  Over 
against  this  He  places  the  true  and  un- 
seen riches  of  pure  thoughts  and  high  pur- 
poses of  a true  heart  and  a life  hidden 
with  Christ  in  God.  He  asks  us  to  look 
at  these  two  and  compare  them. 

1.  Compare  their  intrinsic  magnitude. 
He  says : “The  good  of  this  world  is 

nothing;  at  its  greatest  it  is  small,”  b\it 
“the  heavenly  riches  are  great  at  their 
smallest.”  Of  course  “great”  and  “small” 
are  relative  terms.  They  imply  a compari- 
son with  each  other,  and  also  a reference 
of  both  to  a common  standard.  This 
world’s  good  is  small  in  comparison  to 
heavenly  riches,  but  when  both  are  re- 
ferred to  a common  standard,  the  contrast 
is  even  greater.  And  what  is  the  com- 
mon standard?  If  the  supply  of  water  is 
sufficient  to  keep  the  reservoir  full,  you 
say  it  is  sufficient,  it  is  great.  But  if  it 
fails  to  do  this,  you  say  it  is  deficient,  it  is 
too  small.  In  the  case  our  Lord  has  in 
mind  what  is  needed  is  that  which  will 
fill  the  heart.  Earthly  good  cannot  supply 
the  heart  of  man,  and  is  therefore  small 
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at  its  greatest.  The  heavenly  riches  can 
fill  the  human  heart,  and  are  therefore 
great  at  their  smallest.  All  Dives’  wealth 
could  not  satisfy  the  soul  of  Lazarus.  All 
the  millions  of  Rockefeller  and  Carnegie 
could  not  fill  the  soul  of  the  poorest  tramp 
in  the  land.  The  least  degree  of  truth  and 
love  and  goodness  has  more  power  in  fill- 
ing the  human  heart  than  all  the  wealth 
of  the  4,000  millionaires  of  this  land. 

This  truth  needs  to  be  branded  on  the 
hearts  of  professing  Christians  to-day. 
There  is  a tendency  to  look  at  earthly 
riches  through  a microscope  which  mag- 
nifies things  out  of  their  true  proportion, 
while  heavenly  riches  and  “the  land  that 
lieth  very  far  off”  are  viewed  through  a 
reversed  telescope.  You  stand  in  the  val- 
ley and  look  upon  the  marble  palace  and 
well-kept  estate  of  the  man  who  has  his 
part  and  portion  in  this  present  life.  And 
then  you  look  up  and  see  a black  line  along 
the  mountain  top.  But  when  you  ascend 
the  mountain,  you  find  that  what  seemed 
a black  line  is  a towering  cliff.  And  the 
marble  palace  below  is  only  a speck,  and 
the  landed  estate  is  a little  patch  of  soil. 
We  need  to  ascend  the  mount  of  God  and 
see  God’s  kingdom  from  that  point  of 
view.  From  thence  we  see  the  relative  in- 
significance of  earthly  things. 

2.  Compare  them  as  to  their  quality. 
The  one  He  calls  “the  unrighteous  mam- 
mon,” the  other  “the  true  riches.”  The 
word  “unrighteous”  may  refer  to  wealth 
gotten  by  wrong  means,  as  by  stock  gam- 
bling. But  that  would  only  describe  a 
part  of  earthly  wealth,  while  our  Lord  ap- 
plies it  here  to  all  earthly  goods.  The 
word  means  deceitful , that  vjhich  betrays. 
All  riches  are  “deceptive,”  and  in  that 
sense  “unrighteous.”  And  they  stand 
thus  in  opposition  to  the  true  riches. 
Earthly  riches  look  much  better  than  they 
are.  They  promise  much  and  fulfill 

nothing.  They  are  the  baited  hook  of  the 


fisherman  who  steals  human  souls,  “a  jug- 
gling fiend”  that  “keeps  the  word  of 
promise  to  our  ear  and  breaks  it  to  our 
hope.”  It  is  the  ignis-fatuus  that  decoys 
the  traveler  into  the  bog  and  quicksands. 
It  is  a delusion  and  a snare.  It  leads 
down  to  death,  the  second  death,  eternal 
death. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  riches  of  faith 
and  love  and  hope,  of  holiness  and  Christ- 
likeness  are  true  and  faithful.  They  never 
disappoint.  They  always  do  more  than 
they  promise.  The  man  who  gives  himself 
to  the  accumulation  of  earthly  riches  is 
always  disappointed.  But  the  man  who 
seeks  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His 
righteousness  is  never  disappointed.  The 
one  lets  down  his  bucket  into  an  empty 
well.  The  other  draws  water  from  the 
river  of  life  and  never  thirsts.  The  “un- 
righteous mammon”  does  not  keep  its 
promise  or  deal  fairly.  The  true  riches 
deal  fairly  and  always  keep  their  promises. 

3.  Compare  them  as  to  our  ownership. 
“Another’s,”  He  says  of  the  first,  “your 
own”  of  the  second.  “Another's”  may 
mean  that  God  owns  everything  and  we  are 
only  His  stewards.  But  our  Lord  seems 
to  have  in  view  chiefly  the  limitations  and 
defects  of  all  outward  possessions  of  out- 
ward good.  There  is  no  real  bond  of 
union,  no  real  contact  between  the  out- 
ward things  a man  possesses  and  himself. 
You  possess  nothing  except  what  you  are. 
You  get  nothing  out  of  life  but  character. 
Your  possession  of  earthly  things  is 
transient  and  incomplete,  because  they  are 
not  a part  of  yourself.  You  say,  “This  is 
mine !”  That  only  means  “It  is  not 
yours.”  Your  possession  is  only  apparent 
and  not  real,  because  there  is  no  real  con- 
tact between  you  and  the  material.  We 
say,  “There  is  no  present,  but  everything 
is  past  or  future,  and  what  we  call  the 
present  is  only  the  meeting  point  of  these 
two  lines.”  We  may  also  say,  There  is 
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no  real  possession  of  earthly  things,  be- 
cause they  are  continually  coming  into  our 
hand  or  else  going  out,  and  our  apparent 
ownership  is  only  for  a moment.  In  the 
street  car  the  man  sitting  beside  you  hands 
the  conductor  a dime,  you  hand  him  a 
five-cent  piece,  and  he  gives  your  five-cent 
piece  to  your  neighbor  as  his  change. 
“ ’Twas  mine,  ’tis  his,  and  has  been  slave 
to  thousands.” 

A pastor  speaks  of  his  pulpit  and  the 
people  of  their  pews.  But  another  pastor 
occupied  that  pulpit  before  him,  and  still 
another  will  succeed  him.  Others  occu- 
pied the  pews  before  their  present  occu- 
pants, and  still  others  will  succeed  them. 
A book  on  your  shelf  bears  the  autograph 
of  another.  It  was  taken  from  his  shelf 
to  the  auction  room,  and  you  secured  it. 
It  was  his.  It  is  yours.  It  will  soon  be 
another’s.  This  is  true  of  all  earthly 
things.  That  only  is  mine  which  is  a part 
of  myself.  “For  I am  persuaded  that 
neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor 
principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  pres- 
ent, nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor 
depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able 
to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.” 

II.  The  highest  use  of  the  lower  good 
is  in  promoting  thereby  our  highest  good. 
That  is,  our  manner  of  employing  the 
lesser  goods  of  outward  possession  is  a 
factor  in  determining  the  amount  of  our 
possession  of  the  highest  blessing.  Of 
course  we  would  not  say  to  a company  of 
unbelievers:  “Use  your  oiitward  goods 

faithfully  and  well,  and  then  you  will  get 
the  highest  good.”  The  fact  is,  they  could 
not  use  the  lower  to  promote  the  higher 
until  they  have  first  received  Jesus  Christ 
into  their  hearts  and  laid  hold  on  eternal 
life.  But  having  surrendered  their  souls 
to  Jesus  Christ  cheerfully,  wholly  and  ir- 
reversibly as  Saviour  and  Lord,  then  it  is 
time  that  the  use  they  make  of  earthly 


goods  promotes  or  hinders  their  posses- 
sion of  the  durable  riches  in  Christ. 

There  are  many  who  are  kept  from  be- 
ing Christians  because  they  love  the  world 
so  much.  They  are  so  engrossed  with  the 
seen  and  visible  that  they  have  no  time  or 
energy  for  the  unseen  and  eternal.  The 
man  with  the  muck-rake  was  so  occupied 
with  heaping  up  gold  that  he  did  not  ob- 
serve the  golden  crown  suspended  above 
his  head  and  within  his  reach.  They  are 
so  filled  with  that  which  is  least  that  they 
have  no  inclination  for  the  greatest.  The 
sea  anemone  gathers  in  its  tentacles  and 
shuts  itself  up  over  its  prey  so  tightly  that 
you  cannot  release  it.  These  worldlings 
take  hold  of  the  world’s  goods  with  a grasp 
so  tight  and  desperate  and  obstinate  that 
the  word  of  life  cannot  enter.  There  are 
professing  Christians  who  have  too  high 
an  estimate  of,  and  too  great  carefulness 
about,  and  too  niggardly  disposal  of  the 
things  that  perish.  They  are  hindered 
in  their  Christian  course.  “Lay  aside 
every  weight  and  the  sin  that  doth  so  easily 
beset  us.”  The  loose  outer  garments  must 
be  laid  aside  before  running  the  race.  AIL 
sin  must  be  put  away.  The  least  sin  is  a 
dead  weight  that  proves  deadly.  “The  sin 
that  so  easily  besets  us”  may  be  the  tight- 
fitting  under  garment  that  would  seem  to' 
be  no  hindrance.  But  even  this  must  be  laid 
off.  The  sin  into  which  we  easily  and  natu- 
rally fall  must  be  put  away.  That  may  be 
read : “The  sin  much  stood  about/’  the  sin 
that  has  many  advocates,  popular  sins.  And 
the  love  of  money  is  the  root  of  them  all. 
In  the  Grecian  fable,  the  young  woman 
swift  of  foot  had  many  suitors.  She  chal- 
lenged them  to  a race  for  her  hand.  She 
carried  golden  apples  in  her  hand,  and 
when  her  suitors  were  hard  after  her,  she 
dropped  them.  Those  who  thought  more 
of  the  gold  than  her  love  stopped  to  pick 
them  up.  But  the  man  who  loved  her 
continued  his  course  and  gained  her  hand. 
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“If  a man  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose 
his  own  soul,  what  doth  it  profit?”  Tur- 
key buzzards  gorge  themselves  on  carrion 
until  they  cannot  fly.  They  can  only  spread 
their  wings  and  run  along  the  ground. 
How  many  gorge  their  souls  with  earthly 
things  until  they  cannot  mount  up  on 
wings  of  faith  toward  God ! You  may 
hold  a silver  dollar  so  close  to  your  eye  as 
to  shut  out  the  light  of  the  sun.  How 
many  blind  themselves  to  the  sun  of 
righteousness  by  keeping  the  earthly  goods 
before  their  vision  continually  ! The  world 
regards  present  goods  as  the  chief  thing  to 
be  possessed.  The  higher  must  minister 
to  getting  the  lower.  Even  the  genius 
of  the  poet,  the  orator,  the  philosopher, 
must  minister  to  money-getting.  They  are 
of  value  only  as  they  have  purchasing 
value.  Commercialism  is  the  god  of  our 
day.  The  golden  calf  is  still  in  evidence. 
The  makers  are  like  it.  But  our  Lord 
reverses  the  world’s  standard.  The 
heavenly  good  is  chief.  All  must  minister 
to  that.  God’s  design  in  this  world  and 
all  its  stores  was  to  grow  good  men  and 
women.  Only  as  earthly  wealth  ministers 
to  that  is  it  of  value. 

III.  Faithfulness  consists  in  using  the 
loiuest  as  a means  of  possessing  more  fully 
the  highest  good.  We  are  to  remember 
that  our  Lord  was  pointing  the  lesson  of 
the  unjust  steward.  From  this  we  gather : 

L That  they  are  “ faithful ” who  con- 
duct their  administration  of  earthly  pos- 
sessions on  the  principle  of  stewardship. 
In  the  parable  of  the  unjust  steward  our 
Lord  finds  something  worthy  of  imitation 
interlaced  with  the  wrongdoing  of  this  im- 
faithful  man.  He  had  spent  the  money 
liberally  upon  others  which  he  had  wrong- 
fully taken  from  his  master,  and  had 
thereby  made  himself  an  host  of  friends. 
And  when  he  found  that  his  wrongdoing 
had  been  discovered  and  reported  to  his 
master,  he  called  his  master’s  debtors  to- 


gether. They  evidently  all  arrived  at  the 
office  at  the  same  time.  He  took  them  one 
by  one,  all  witnessing  the  conduct  of  each. 
The  man  who  owed  100  measures  of  oil 
was  bidden  to  sit  down  quickly  and  write 
50.  The  change  was  made  by  the  debtor 
in  his  own  handwriting,  so  that  the  bill 
would  be  a witness  against  the  debtor  and 
not  against  the  steward.  So  the  second 
changed  his  own  bill  from  100  measures  of 
wheat  to  80.  The  others  changed  their 
bills  after  the  same  fashion.  There  was 
nothing  in  this  to  implicate  the  unjust 
steward.  The  evidence  on  the  face  of  it 
was  all  against  the  debtors,  and  they  were 
all  put  on  their  own  defense  and  bound  to 
unite  in  protecting  the  steward.  And 
when  the  exposure  came,  the  public  that 
had  enjoyed  the  liberality  of  the  steward 
was  charitable.  Some  did  not  believe  the 
report.  Others  thought  the  report  exag- 
gerated. Others  withheld  judgment  until 
they  should  hear  both  sides.  And  others 
still  thought  it  was  more  than  likely  the 
fault  of  the  master.  Public  opinion  fav- 
ored the  steward,  and  the  debtors  were 
united  in  defending  the  steward.  When 
the  master  saw  the  situation,  he  said : 
“Well,  this  is  a little  more  than  I could 
have  dreamed  of.  This  steward  has  been 
robbing  me  and  using  my  money  to  make 
friends  of  the  public  for  himself.  He  has 
favored  my  debtors  at  my  expense,  and  so 
covered  up  his  tracks  that  I cannot  prose- 
cute him.  His  sagacity  and  energy  and 
forethought  are  amazing.”  This  leads  the 
Master  to  comment : “The  children  of 

this  world  are  in  their  generation  wiser 
than  the  children  of  light,”  The  worldly 
people  will  expend  more  energy  and 
thought,  will  be  less  easily  discouraged, 
and  more  determinedly  overcome  obstacles, 
and  will  be  more  persevering  in  the  face 
of  opposition,  in  the  accomplishment  of 
their  worldly  ends,  than  God’s  people  in 
ihe  working  out  of  their  spiritual  ends. 
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From  this  He  draws  the  very  practical  in- 
ference : “Make  to  yourselves  friends  of 

the  mammon  of  unrighteousness,  that 
when  ye  fail  they  may  receive  you  into 
everlasting  habitations.” 

Be  generous  givers.  Money  is  of  no 
value  in  itself.  Its  use  is  its  value.  To 
get  and  keep  money  is  of  no  benefit  to  the 
owner.  It  may  not  stay  long  with  him. 
How  often  it  takes  wings  and  flies  away ! 
At  all  events  he  cannot  sffly  long  with  it. 
To  get  and  keep  money  injures  its  posses- 
sor. It  cultivates  the  worst  dispositions 
of  the  soul.  But  to  get  and  give  away 
money  benefits  others  and  blesses  the 
giver.  It  is  twice  blessed : it  blesses  him 
that  gives  and  him  that  takes.  To  give  is 
Godlike.  Ho  is  the  Giver  of  all  good.  It 
is  a means  of  grace.  Giving  money  wise- 
ly, freely,  systematically,  makes  us  con- 
formable to  the  image  of  Christ. 

Giving  is  a test  of  character.  The  miser 
is  like  the  Dead  Sea.  All  streams  flow  in, 
none  flow  out.  The  giver  is  a living  foun- 
tain pouring  forth  blessings  to  others. 
“Lord,  we  can’t  hold  much,  but  we  can 
overflow  lots  for  others,”  was  the  hod- 
carrier’s  prayer.  The  giver  is  like  Jesus 
going  about  continually  doing  good.  He 
lives  to  make  others  happy,  and  always 
relieves  the  distressed.  He  gives  portions 
to  seven  and  also  to  eight.  He  sows  be- 
sides all  waters. 

We  search  for  spiritual  evidence  of  our 
spiritual  state.  But  God  gives  us  com- 
monplace, every-day  evidence.  We  look 
into  our  frames  and  experiences  for  evi- 
dence that  we  love  God.  But  He  says : 
“If  a man  say,  I love  God,  and  hate  his 
brother,  he  is  a liar;  for  he  that  lovetli 
not  his  brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how 
can  he  love  God  whom  he  hath  not  seen? 
And  this  commandment  we  have  from 
Him,  that  he  that  loveth  God  love  his 
brother  also.”  So  we  question  our  hearts 
as  to  our  love  for  the  brethren.  And  God 


says : “Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before 
God  and  the  Father  is  this,  to  visit  the 
fatherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction.” 
“If  thou  seest  a brother  or  sister  naked 
and  destitute  of  daily  food,  and  sayest,  Be 
ye  warmed  and  filled,  nevertheless  thou 
givest  them  not  those  things  that  are  need- 
ful, how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  your 
heart  ?”  There  is  a reward  for  liberality 
here.  “He  that  pitieth  the  poor  lendeth 
to  the  Lord,  and  that  which  he  hath  given 
will  He  give  him  again.”  “Give  and  it 
shall  be  given  you ; good  measure,  pressed 
down,  shaken  together  and  running  over 
shall  God  press  into  your  bosom.”  But 
the  future  reward  is  the  best.  “That  when 
ye  fail  they  may  receive  you  into  ever- 
lasting habitation.”  The  believer  gives  to 
home  and  foreign  missions.  Souls  are 
converted  by  his  means.  They  go  to 
heaven.  And  when  the  believer  dies  the 
Master  receives  him  into  Heaven  for  them, 
and  they  welcome  him,  because  he  was 
the  means  of  their  being  there.  We  ought 
never  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  we  are 
God’s  stewards.  The  question  is  not : How 
much  can  we  spare  for  God?  but,  How 
much  can  God  spare  for  us?  We  are  sim- 
ply God’s  distributing  agents.  We  are  to 
iise  wisely  what  He  places  at  our  disposal 
in  ministering  to  our  personal  needs,  the 
needs  of  our  families,  the  needs  of  our 
pastor,  the  needs  of  our  missionaries,  the 
needs  of  Christ’s  witnessing  Clrarch.  This 
puts  us  in  a new  attitude  toward  w;orldly 
possessions. 

2.  That  they  are  “ faithful ” who  con- 
duct their  administration  of  earthly  pos- 
sessions on  the  principle  of  sacrifice.  The 
young  man  who  asked  what  good  thing 
he  might  do  to  inherit  eternal  life,  was 
directed  to  go  and  sell  all  that  he  had  and 
distribute  to  the  poor,  and  come,  follow 
Christ,  and  he  would  have  treasures  in 
heaven.  But  he  went  away  sorrowful,  for 
he  had  great  possessions.  How  hardly 
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shall  they  that  have  riches  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Riches  are  not  evil. 
But  to  trust  in  them  is  destructive.  This 
root  of  all  evil  must  be  cut  up.  The 
Master  called  attention  to  the  poor  widow 
who  cast  into  the  treasury  two  mites,  all 
her  living.  She  cast  in  more  than  they 
all.  It  was  sacrifice.  Paul  accentuates 
the  liberality  of  the  Macedonian  Chris- 
tians. They  were  liberal  beyond  their 
power.  They  gave  out  of  their  deep  pov- 
erty. The  cause  was  their  gladness  of 
heart  that  salvation  had  come  to  them. 
■“They  gave  themselves  first  unto  the  Lord 
and  unto  us  by  the  will  of  God.”  And  the 
.grace  of  liberal  giving  abounded.  We 
must  deny  ourselves,  take  up  the  cross  and 
follow  Christ. 

3.  That  they  are  “ faithful ” ivlio  con- 


duct their  administration  of  earthly  pos- 
sessions on  the  principle  of  brotherhood. 
Christianity  is  not  communism,  but  it 
does  all  that  the  commune  proposes  to  do. 
Property  is  not  theft,  but  property  selfish- 
ly administered  is  theft.  Christ  is  the 
Joseph  who  rules  the  Egypt  of  this  world. 
He  holds  the  keys  to  all  the  storehouses. 
He  directs  His  people  in  giving  out  to  all, 
as  every  man  has  need.  If  we  withhold 
more  than  is  meet  it  tendeth  to  poverty. 
If  we  use  on  ourselves  Avhat  He  intended 
for  others,  we  rob  God,  and  He  will  re- 
quire it.  Every  man  is  our  brother,  and 
Christ  is  our  elder  brother.  We  can’t  shut 
our  eyes  upon  any  man’s  need  or  stop  our 
ears  against  any  man’s  call  for  help  with- 
out incurring  the  Redeemer’s  displeasure. 
His  will  determines  the  use  of  money. 


The  earth’s  population  is  1,500,000,000,  of  which  more  than  one  billion  are  yet 
non-Christian — say,  eight  hundred  million  are  heathen,  two  hundred  million  are 
Mohammedan,  two  hundred  million  are  Roman  Catholic,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
million  are  Protestant.  For  the  world’s  redemption  Protestants  are  giving  annually 
about  $15,000,000  ; sustain  a missionary  force  of  14,200,  of  which  3,380  are  unmar- 
ried women  ; associated  with  them  are  4,200  ordained  natives,  and  a total  of  over 
54,000  natives — about  80,000  toilers  in  all.  The  stations  and  out-stations  occupied 
are  25,000,  the  communicants  are  upwards  of  1,300,000,  -while  almost  1,000,000 
children  and  youth  are  being  educated  in  more  than  20,000  schools.  It  appears 
plainly,  then,  that  the  redemption  of  the  race  is  yet  far  from  complete,  has  scarcely 
passed  beyond  the  initiatory  stage  ; that  while  an  excellent  beginning  has  been  made, 
“ there  remaineth  yet  very  much  land  to  be  possessed,”  and  that  while  the  saints  of 
the  twentieth  century  have  every  reason  to  be  full  of  courage  and  hope,  and  sure  ex- 
pectation of  final  success,  a limitless  demand  is  to  be  made  upon  them  for  the  utmost 
of  devotion,  of  consecrated  beneficence,  and  lavish  contributions  of  choicest  young 
men  and  women. — Dr.  D.  L.  Leonard  in  World-Wide  Missions. 


The  spectre  that  I am  most  afraid  of  at  the  last  is  the  spectre  of  lost  opportunities. 
The  keenest  regrets  that  I feel  to-day  are  born  of  neglected  duties — of  neglect  to  do 
all  that  I might  have  done  for  the  sick,  the  sad,  the  suffering  and  the  sinning  ; above 
all,  for  the  immortal  souls  that  are  now  beyond  my  reach. — Theodore  L.  Cuyler,  D.D. 


A little  fellow  who  had  his  wits  about  him  when  the  collection  was  passed  around 
administered  a rebuke  to  his  mother,  who  on  the  way  home  was  finding  fault  with 
the  sermon.  “Well,  mother,”  he  said  innocently,  “what  could  you  expect  for  a 
■penny  ? ” — Selected. 
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ABROAD. 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — In  a letter  ac- 
companying the  Statistics  of  Tarsus  Mis- 
sion, dated  March  6,  1902,  Rev.  R.  J. 
Dodds  gives  some  interesting  items : 

I am  just  home  from  a tour  over  the 
western  part  of  our  field.  I met  a very 
kind  reception  among  the  Nusairia.  In 
Adana  I held  a number  of  meetings  among 
the  Kurds,  at  which  three  Fellaheen  and  a 
Fellaha  were  present.  The  three  men  at- 
tended nearly  all  the  meetings,  and  two 
of  them  were  evidently  much  interested. 
One,  an  old  soldier,  age  fifty-five  or  sixty, 
manifested  such  an  interest  as  I think  I 
have  never  seen  manifested  by  any  one 
before.  The  last  evening  he  was  with  us 
he  referred  to  his  having  been  with  us 
throughout  the  whole  of  our  meetings,  and 
having  gone  with  me  to  several  villages, 
where  he  had  had  special  opportunities  of 
hearing  the  gospel.  He  said,  “You  may 
think  I should  immediately  receive  your 
doctrine  and  be  baptized,  and  because  I 
have  not  asked  to  be  admitted  to  your 
number  you  may  think  I am  so  hard- 
hearted that  there  is  no  hope  for  me.  I 
want  you  to  be  patient  with  me.  I do  not 
wish  to  act  hastily.  I want  to  examine 
carefully.  I want  to  see  if  your  founda- 
tion is  a safe  one”  (by  the  way,  he  is  a 
bricklayer).  “I  want  to  ask  you  all  to 
pray  for  me.” 

I think  his  attitude  is  hopeful. 

A letter  from  Miss  Sterrett,  written 
March  15,  also  reports  encouragement  in 
the  work.  “I  feel  thankful,”  she  writes, 
“for  the  very  pleasant  set  of  girls  now  in 
school  and  of  the  efforts  on  the  part  of 
some  of  them  to  do  what  is  right  or  what 
they  think  to  be  right.”  Six  of  these  girls 


were  received  into  the  membership  of  the 
Church  at  the  last  communion.  The  story 
of  the  courage  that  one  of  them  displayed 
in  making  her  confession  of  Christ  un- 
der testing  circumstances  cannot  be  told 
in  these  columns  at  present,  as  it  might 
subject  her  unnecessarily  to  persecution. 
But  it  will  yet  be  known. 

The  names  of  Zahra  and  Sophia  have 
not  recently  appeared  in  Olive  Trees, 
though  very  familiar  to  the  churches  some 
years  ago  because  of  the  protracted  trials 
to  which  they  were  subjected  in  connec- 
tion with  their  conversion  to  Protestant 
Christianity.  Miss  Sterrett  writes  of  them : 
“Last  week  Zahra’s  husband  was  sent  to 
the  army  for  six  years.  She  is  left  in  a 
rather  helpless  condition  with  two  little 
children.  Her  mother-in-law  is  kind  to 
her  usually,  but  she  cannot  give  her  much 
help,  as  she,  too,  is  poor.  * * * I be- 

lieve she  is  trying  to  let  her  light  shine, 
although  feebly,  in  the  midst  of  much 
darkness.  She  at  least  tries  to  keep  the 
Sabbath  and  attends  prayers  in  Tarsus 
when  she  can  get  a chance.  I myself  think 
she  could  make  more  chances,  but  we 
cannot  always  judge  these  poor  people,  not 
knowing  every  home  circumstance. 

“Sophia  is  married  to  a Moslem  who 
lives  here  in  Mersina,  and  he  is  exceeding- 
ly kind  to  her.  * * * He  is  always 

pleased  to  have  us  visit  her,  and  it  is  un- 
der Protestant  care  he  places  her  when  he 
is  away  from  home.  She  has  no  associa- 
tion with  Moslem  women  at  all,  and  he 
does  not  want  her  to  associate  with  them.” 

Cyprus. — Writing  Feb.  27,  1902,  Dr. 
Moore  says : 

I send  you  the  translation  of  a letter 
from  our  colporteur,  Mr.  Yamvois. 

“Kyrenia,  Feb.  25,  '02. 
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“Dr.  Moore — Dear  Brother  in  Christ: 
“Yesterday  I received  your  letter,  but 
before  receiving  it  I had  sent  you  my  re- 
port. I did  not  give  you  any  incidents, 
as  we  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  such 
to  Mr.  Easson  only  every  six  months.  The 
only  thing  I have  to  write  to  you  now  is 
that  the  brethren  are  advancing  in  sancti- 
fication. 

“Our  brother  Leptos  (not  yet  a mem- 
ber), because  he  has  a fixed  price  in  his 
shop,  has  gained  very  much.  His  shop  is 
doing  far  better  than  any  of  the  others. 
Most  of  the  people  say : ‘The  Protestants 
do  not  deceive  the  people.’  This  has 
directed  very  much  malice  and  hatred  to 
us,  and  especially  one  merchant  in  the 
street,  because  his  shop  does  not  work  well, 
says,  ‘Antonia  (Yamvois)  has  done  all 
this.’  And  he  began  to  curse  me  as  often 
as  he  saw  me,  and  tried  in  every  way  to 
bring  persecution  on  me.  At  last  one  day 
he  tore  one  of  my  Bibles  and  a Hew  Testa- 
ment into  bits  where  we  were  in  the  street, 
with  much  cursing,  in  order  to  excite  the 
people.  But  I was  the  only  one  that  he 
cursed  for  a long  time.  But  when  I had 
endured  very  much,  at  last  I was  com- 
pelled to  report  him  to  the  Government. 
And  then  at  once  he  left  off  cursing  and 
begged  my  foregiveness,  and  begged  me 
not  to  prosecute  him  in  the  court. 

“I  send  you  a letter  from  him. 

“I  remain  as  ever, 

“Antonia  Yamvois.” 
This  is  a translation  of  the  letter  sent 
by  the  man  who  had  been  cursing  Mr. 
Yamvois : 

“Kyrenia,  Feb.  13,  ’02. 
“Mr.  Antonia  Vamvois: 

“If  from  religious  zeal  I have  uttered 
improper  words  against  you,  I hope  you 
will  forgive  me.  I send  you  twelve  shil- 
lings (about  $3)  which  you  have  spent  in 
opening  a case  against  me. 

“Very  respectfully,  D.  Haralamvos.” 


“Written  and  signed  in  my  presence, 

“G.  Stavrides.” 

I am  very  glad  that  Mr.  Yamvois  has 
given  this  man  a lesson.  It  will  possibly 
put  an  end  to  the  persecution  that  the 
brethren  in  Kyrenia  have  endured. 

Rev.  Aeg}rptiades  is  in  Nicosia.  He 
went  up  on  last  Friday  and  will  come  back 
next  Monday,  having  spent  two  Sabbaths 
there. 

All  are  well  and  busy,  and  we  trust  God 
will  direct  His  own  work. 

China. — Rev.  A.  I.  Robb  writes  from 
Tak  Iiing  Chau,  Feb.  20,  1902,  that  I)r. 
George  and  Miss  Torrence  are  both  doing 
good  work  on  the  language.  “The  doc- 
tor,” he  says,  “has  about  fifty  or  seventy 
patients  every  Saturday.  We  have  fixed 
a small  charge  of  five  cents  for  entrance 
fee,  and  then  the  medicines  are  free.  We 
put  a price  of  a dollar  on  other  days,  but 
still  a few  come  and  pay  it.  If  too  many 
come,  Mre  will  have  to  raise  the  price,  as 
it  is  most  important  now  that  she  acquire 
the  language. 

“Last  Sabbath  we  had  the  largest  audi- 
ence we  ever  had,  and  I had  two  hundred 
callers  on  the  third  day  of  the  Chinese 
New  Year,  and  about  sixty  each  day  for 
some  time' afterward.  It  is  true  nearly  all 
of  them  came  from  curiosity,  and  some 
were  rude  and  unmannerly,  but  a good 
many  were  not,  and  many  are  taking  more 
or  less  interest  in  the  gospel.  The  old 
grandmother,  of  whom  I have  spoken  so 
often,  came  this  morning  and  told  Mrs. 
Robb  that  she  would  like  to  be  baptized. 
She  is  old  and  frail,  and  has  cataract  on 
each  eye,  and  is  consequently  going  blind, 
but  she  has  a quite  correct  and  extensive 
knowledge  of  divine  things  for  her  op- 
portunity, and  her  faith  in  prayer  is  beau- 
tiful. And  she  gets  answers,  too.  * * * 

“This  morning  a group  of  lepers  came 
begging,  and  I photographed  them.  I 
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gave  them  a couple  of  Christian  books  and 
some  cash.  Poor  fellows,  it  was  hard  to 
tell  them  that  they  could  not  be  cured,  but 
I told  them  a little  of  Jesus  and  urged 
them  to  read,  which  they  are  able  to  do.” 


At  the  close  of  another  letter  from  Bev. 
A.  I.  Bobb,  dated  March  5,  he  says : 

We  are  all  well  except  for  a slight  ill-' 
ness  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Bobb,  from  which 
she  is  recovering  under  Dr.  George’s  man- 
agement. The  weather  has  been  exceed- 
ingly dry,  and  people  could  not  plant  their 
crops  for  lack  of  rain.  Last  Sabbath  night 
at  worship  with  the  Chinese,  I prayed  for 
rain,  and  they  mentioned  it  the  next  day. 
Monday  night  the  petition  was  renewed, 
and  Tuesday  the  rain  came.  Conversa- 
tion together  last  night  revealed  the  fact 
that  at  least  three  of  us  had  been  im- 
pressed on  Sabbath  that  we  should  pray 
for  rain,  and  each  one  had  done  so  with- 
out any  knowledge  of  what  the  others  were 
doing.  We  do  not  believe  these  things  are 
without  a purpose,  and  we  are  expecting 
fruits  in  men  who  will  worship  the  God 
who  answers  prayer.  Our  Sabbath  services 
are  attended  by  over  twenty,  most  of  whom 
are  regular  attendants. 

The  following  items  are  culled  from  a 
letter  written  by  Miss  Jennie  B.  Torrence 
March  10 : 

We  need  the  constant  prayers  of  the 


Church  in  behalf  of  the  Master’s  work 
here.  It  is  already  pressing  in  many  wrays. 
We  realize  the  need  of  many  more  laborers 
on  the  field.  When  you  consider  the  time 
that  is  required  to  master  the  language  or 
even  talk  intelligently,  it  seems  that  more 
should  be  making  preparation  in  this  line. 
We  are  thankful  Bev.  J.  K.  Bobb  has  been 
appointed,  and  trust  our  next  mail  will 
bring  news  that  Dr.  Wright  has  also  been 
appointed.  According  to  the  customs  of 
the  country  that  the  work  may  be  carried 
on  properly,  every  mission  station  needs 
both  a male  and  female  physician. 

Mr.  Bobb  preached  a very  impressive 
sermon  yesterday  from  Luke  19  :11,  about 
the  “nobleman.”  Forty  Chinese  were 
present,  among  them  six  or  eight  of  the 
“Sin  Shangs,”  educated  men.  Some  of 
the  parents  are  bringing  their  children, 
which  delights  us  very  much.  The  at- 
tendance is  gradually  increasing. 

Great  crowds  gather  here  on  Saturdays 
for  medicine.  Dr.  George  and  Mr.  Bobb 
are  kept  busy  from  early  morning  until 
evening.  The  Bible  woman  talks  the 
Scripture  to  them  and  sells  books. 

The  opportunities  certainly  are  great, 
and  the  Church  has  a right  to  expect  large 
results,  which  only  the  blessing  of  God  can 
secure.  Let  us  then  lay  hold  of  the  Cove- 
nant promises  to  His  children  and  pray  in 
faith. 


The  Chronicle  of  the  London  Mission- 
ary Society  describes  the  year  1901  as  the 
annus  mirabilis  of  Christian  missions  in 
China.  “How,”  it  says,  “that  the  record 
of  the  year’s  work  is  being  set  forth,  it  is 
seen  to  unfold  a story  not  of  hopefulness 
only — though  that  would  have  been  cause 
enough  for  satisfaction — but  of  actual  ac- 
complishment of  a very  remarkable  kind. 
In  a single  district  of  our  Central  China 
Mission,  the  accessions  to  the  Church 
numbered  over  four  hundred  during  the 
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year.  Further  west  the  missionaries  speak 
of  themselves  as  ‘face  to  face  with  a move- 
ment the  like  of  which  has  never  been  seen 
before  in  the  province.’  In  a district 
in  the  south,  where  a dozen  of  our  chapels 
were  destroyed  eighteen  months  ago,  the 
missionary  had  the  joy  of  baptizing  over 
fifty  converts  during  a recent  short  tour.” 


In  a letter  to  the  London  Missionary 
Society,  Dr.  Griffith  J ohn  writes : “In 

the  Hengchow  district  we  have  at  least 
five  thousand  candidates  for  baptism.  In 
the  city  itself  we  have  a beautiful  congre- 
gation of  Christians,  and  in  the  whole 
Prefecture  we  have  between  twenty  and 
thirty  congregations.  It  is  a marvellous 
work,  extending  to  the  Canton  province 
in  the  south  and  to  Ivwangsi  in  the  west. 
I am  thankful  to  say  that  at  Changsha 
(the  capital  of  Hunan)  we  now  have  a 
little  church.  A congregation  of  between 
twenty  and  thirty  believers  meets  regu- 
larly for  worship,  and  during  this  visit  I 
baptized  six  most  promising  young  men.” 
Mr.  Grieg,  too,  thus  describes  the  pres- 
ent outlook : “The  present  danger  to 

our  work  lies  in  its  very  success.  There 
is  such  a demand  for  Christian  books  that 
the  Hengchow  Christians,  finding  the  sup- 
plies from  Hankow  tardy  and  insufficient, 
have  had  blocks  of  the  Catechism  and 
Hymn  book  made  in  Hengchow,  and  have 
produced  very  presentable  copies  to  meet 
the  local  demand.  * * * It  is  diffi- 

cult to  write  of  our  present  opportunity  in 
measured  terms.  As  I stood  in  the  com- 
pound at  Hengchow  and  looked  on  what 
had  been  done ; as  I saw  the  fine  band  of 
Christians  already  gathered,  and  heard  of 
the  openings  on  every  hand;  as  I thought 
of  the  sufferings  endured  for  the  name 
of  Christ  in  that  region,  and  the  shining 
of  the  Light  of  Life  into  multitudes  of 
darkened  hearts,  I said : ‘It  would  be 

sinful  not  to  come.’  ” 


Aintab,  Asia  Minor. — The  following 
item,  dated  Jan.  15,  1902,  came  to  us 
through  Kev.  K.  J.  Dodds : 

For  several  months  we  have  had  great 
joy  and  hope  in  noting  a steadily  grow- 
ing religious  interest  in  the  Protestant 
community  in  Aintab;  at  the  same  time 
the  remarkable  interest  among  the  young 
people  of  the  Gregorian  community,  to 
which  reference  was  made  in  our  last 
“Notes,”  has  gone  steadily  forward,  till, 
during  the  week  of  prayer  just  closed, 
these  distinct,  but  mutually  sympathetic 
movements  have  together  attained  an  ex- 
tent and  power  that  fairly  puts  the  whole 
work  among  the  most  marked,  widespread 
and  fruitful  revivals  that  Aintab  has  ever 
enjoyed. 

So  far  as  the  Protestant  community  is 
concerned,  no  unusual  methods  have  been 
used  to  awaken  and  develop  this  interest — 
the  usual  preaching  services  gradually 
growing  in  attendance  and  the  earnest  in- 
sistence on  vital  gospel  truths  by  the 
preachers,  prayer  meetings  increased  in 
frequency  as  is  usual  during  the  week  of 
prayer  and  individual  Christians  quick- 
ened and  made  glad  in  personal  work  and 
prayer  for  and  with  the  impenitent — these 
have  been  the  means ; the  fruits  have  ap- 
peared in  troubled  inquirers,  in  broken 
hearts,  penitent  confessions  and  the  beam- 
ing faces,  songs  of  praise  and  altered  lives 
of  converted  men  and  women. 

' In  the  First  church  the  number  of  con- 
versions has  not  yet  been  large,  but  a good 
work  has  been  done  among  the  church 
members  in  healing  personal  and  party 
differences,  in  the  increase  of  harmony 
and  zeal  in  Christian  effort  to  an  extent 
that  gives  much  hope  for  the  future,  and 
that  cannot  fail  greatly  to  encourage  the 
pastor,  Eev.  H.  H.  Ashjian,  at  these  tok- 
ens of  favor  upon  this  first  year  of  his 
work  in  this  church. 

In  the  Second  church,  under  the  care 
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of  Rev.  M.  G.  Papazian,  a well-instructed 
and  thoroughly  organized  band  of  work- 
ers promptly  responded  to  the  call  of  their 
pastor,  and  the  interest  was  quickly  and 
naturally  kindled,  and  early-  reached  the 
stage  of  open  and  powerful  revival,  and 
both  in  regard  to  the  number  of  inquirers 
and  the  striking  and  clear  character  of 
individual  conversions,  the  very  best  re- 
sults have  been  reached. 

In  the  Third  church,  where  Prof.  Mer- 
rill is  preaching,  although  there  were  seri- 
ous obstacles  to  overcome,  earnest,  per- 
sistent and  faithful  work  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  rich  blessing,  so  that  not  only  is 
the  church  thoroughly  quickened  and 
brought  into  harmonious  working  condi- 
tion, but  many  marked  cases  of  conversion 
have  occurred. 

The  students  and  teachers  in  the  Col- 
lege, Girls’  Seminary  and  Orphanage,  in 
addition  to  sharing  and  aiding  in  the 
work  in  the  city,  have  had  their  own  spe- 
cial meetings  attended  with  deep  interest 
and  rich  blessing,  and  many  of  the  stu- 
dents have  given  good  evidence  of  con- 
version and  many  more  have  clearly  re- 
ceived new  ideas  of  Christian  life  and 
service.  The  movement  is  still  progressing 
along  the  whole  line,  and  there  is  great 
joy  in  the  hearts  of  believers  at  this  most 
gracious  and  signal  manifestation  of  the 
enlightening  and  quickening  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

As  to  the  movement  in  the  Gregorian 
community,  it  is  a very  remarkable,  and, 
so  far  as  we  are  aware,  a wholly  unique 
and  powerful  one.  It  seems  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  seed  truths  scattered  by  various 
agencies,  which  have  taken  root  quite  in- 
dependently in  many  different  centers 
among  the  young  men  and  women  of  the 
old  church ; hearts  in  which  this  seed 
have  taken  root  have  been  naturally  drawn 
together  for  Bible  study  and  prayer,  and 
so  the  old  story  of  the  “Leaven”  has  been 


lived  over  again.  There  are  now  probably 
more  than  twenty  groups  that  are  holding 
frequent  meetings,  always  largely  at- 
tended, and  in  which  there  are  abundant 
signs  of  a genuine  spiritual  life  and 
growth.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  many 
of  these  young  men  and  women  have  re- 
ceived and  acquired  an  understanding  of 
the  truth  to  an  extent  that  will  make  it 
quite  impossible  for  them  hereafter  to  be 
satisfied  with  mere  ritual  forms.  This 
movement,  although  deriving  much  of  its 
inspiration  from,  and  having  the  heartiest 
sympathy  of,  Protestants,  is,  and  from 
the  first  has  been,  distinctively  Gregorian 
in  its  character,  and  Protestants  who  at- 
tend these  meetings  continue  to  take  mere- 
ly the  place  of  friendly  visitors  and  help- 
ers. This  now  seems  to  be  a movement 
full  of  the  largest  hope  for  the  future,  and 
all  lovers  of  missions  are  asked  to  help  by 
their  prayers  in  the  perfect  ripening  of 
these  whitening  ears.  F. 

Africa. — Toro  especially  has  become- 
the  center  of  widespread  evangelistic  and 
missionary  effort.  Only  five  jrears  ago  the 
first  converts  there  were  baptized;  and 
yet,  last  Christmas  day,  some  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  communicants 
gathered  round  the  table  of  the  Lord  at 
our  central  station  there ; and  in  the  same 
place  I suppose  that  something  like  one 
thousand  men,  women  and  children  come 
together  every  morning  in  the  week  for 
instruction  in  the  fundamentals  of  Chris- 
tianity. The  king  of  the  country  is  an- 
earnest  Christian  man,  a man  who  has 
learned  a lesson  which,  I cannot  help- 
thinking, many  a European  ruler  and  ad- 
ministrator has  need  to  learn — that 
“righteousness  exalteth  a nation,”  and  that 
“sin  is  a reproach  to  any  people.”  All 
his  influence,  therefore,  is  exerted  in  the 
direction  of  fostering  everything  that 
makes  for  righteousness.  Slavery  and  the 
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slave-trading  are  denounced  and  punished, 
and  oppression  and  wrongdoing  are  in 
like  manner  denounced  in  season  and  out 
of  season.  The  consequence  is  that  the 
king  is  fast  gaining  an  influence  amongst 
the  native  tribes  and  native  chiefs  second 
to  none  in  Central  Africa.  The  Church 
at  Toro,  like  the  Church  of  Uganda,  is 
fast  becoming  a missionary  Church.  The 
king’s  younger  brother,  the  heir  to  the 
throne,  has  gone  forth  into  Bunyoro  as  one 
of  the  first  missionaries  of  the  Church  at 
Toro ; his  brother-in-law  and  many  other 
young  men  have  followed  in  his  footsteps ; 
and  at  Mbogo,  on  the  farther  side  of  the 
river,  close  upon  the  borders  of  the  Congo 
Tree  State,  the  native  missionaries  of  the 
Church  in  Toro  are  coming  in  contact 
with  and  instructing  the  pygmies  of 
Stanley’s  dark  forest. — Church  Missionary 
Gleaner. 

AT  HOME. 

Blythedale,  Pa. — "Resolutions  of  the 
Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of  McKeesport 
and  Monongahela  congregation  on  the 
death  of  Mrs.  R.  J.  Sharp : 

Inasmuch  as  it  has  pleased  our  Heaven- 
ly Father  to  call  our  much  loved  sister, 
Mrs.  Martha  J.  Sharp,  wife  of  Rev.  R.  J. 
Sharp,  from  her  labors  on  earth  to  her 
reward  in  Heaven ; and  since  we  miss  her 
happy  smile  and  cheering  words  of  en- 
couragement in  our  work,  and  her  willing- 
ness to  give  that  made  it  a pleasure  to 
solicit  aid  from  her;  and  since  by  her  ac- 
tivity in  life  and  devotion  to  her  family 
and  to  her  Master’s  cause,  she  has  set  us 
an  example  we  should  be  constrained  to 
follow;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  her  sudden  death  we 
are  admonished  to  be  more  diligent  in 
our  Master’s  service,  taking  heed  to  His 
words,  “Be  ye  also  ready,  for  in  such  an 
hour  as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  Man 
eometh.”  Also  that  we  tender  our  con- 


dolence to  her  aged  husband  and  his 
family  in  their  affliction  and  in  this  sad 
bereavement,  assuring  them  of  our  prayers 
for  their  speedy  recovery  to  health,  and 
that  the  consolations  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
may  abound  with  them ; seeing  they  sor- 
row not  as  those  who  have  no  hope. 

That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  . 
placed  in  our  minute  book  and  one  sent  to 
the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  that  they 
be  published  in  the  Christian  Nation  and 
Olive  Trees. 

Saraii  J.  McConnell,  Pres. 

New  York.— The  New  York  Presby- 
tery of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
will  meet  in  the  Church  of  Fourth  New 
York,  304  W.  122d  Street,  Tuesday,  May 
6,  1902,  at  10 :30  a.  M.  Two  of  the 
theological  students  are  expected  to  de- 
liver trial  pieces. 


“The  Third  New  York,”  says  a corre- 
spondent, “celebrated  the  Lord’s  Supper 
on  April,  the  second  Sabbath.  The  pastor 
was  assisted  by  the  Rev.  G.  M.  Robb,  of 
Syracuse,  who  preached  the  gospel  with 
earnestness  and  power,  the  Holy  Spirit 
demonstrating  His  presence.  The  attend- 
ance was  very  good,  a larger  number  sit- 
ing down  at  the  table  than  for  several 
communions  past.  Four  names  were 
added  to  the  roll.  The  Third  Church  is 
located  well  ‘down  town’  in  the  great 
city  of  New  York.  But  earnest  effort  is 
being  made  to  cultivate  the  field.  The 
Sabbath  school  is  doing  excellent  work, 
and  special  emphasis  is  put  upon  public 
worship  and  home  training.  Special  evan- 
gelistic services  are  held  the  first  Sab- 
bath evening  of  each  month,  from  Oc- 
tober to  April,  including  both  months 
named.” 

In  the  Second  Congregation  the  third 
Sabbath  of  April  was  Communion  Sab- 
bath. The  assistant  was  Rev.  F.  M.  Wil- 
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son,  of  Parnassus,  Pa.,  who  preached  with 
exceptional  impressiveness  and  power.  His 
sermons  were  messages  exactly  adapted  to 
the  occasion  and  the  needs  of  the  people.  It 
was  matter  of  regret  to  every  one  that  an 
unexpected  summons  home  prevented  him 
from  remaining  to  conduct  the  Monday 
evening  service. 

There  was  an  accession  of  seven,  two  on 
certificate  from  sister  churches  and  five  on 
profession  of  faith,  one  of  the  latter  being 
the  direct  fruit  of  special  services  held  on 
Sabbath  evenings  for  the  benefit  of  the 
parents  of  mission  children  attending  the 
Sabbath  school.  There  were  only  227 
communicants,  including  six  visitors, 
many  having  been  detained  at  home  by  ill 
health.  But  as  the  day  was  very  fine,  the 
house  seemed  to  be  comfortably  filled  with 
worshippers,  some  of  them  strangers  who 
had  come  in  to  witness  the  celebration  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper  after  the  Scotch 
fashion,  and,  though  the  exercises  lasted 
nearly  three  hours  and  a half,  they  re- 
mained, with  few  exceptions,  to  the  close, 
apparently  interested  spectators. 

Since  the  autumn  communion  this  con- 
gregation has  been  called  to  part  with  two 
more  of  its  members : Mrs.  Margaret 
Aiken,  who  was  taken  away  Nov.  14,  1901, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  84  years,  had 
always  been  in  the  membership  of  the 
Covenanter  Church  and  was  strongly  at- 
tached to  its  principles.  During  the  clos- 
ing years  of  her  life  she  was  very  feeble, 
but  was  sustained  by  the  promised  grace 
of  the  Lord,  Whom  having  not  seen  she 
loved,  and  in  Whose  presence  her  ran- 
somed spirit  now  rests  from  the  weariness 
incident  to  disease  and  old  age.  Mrs. 
Jane  Shipton,  on  the  contrary,  who  died 
Jan.  23,  1902,  in  her  67th  year,  had  been 
received  into  the  fellowship  of  the  Church 
only  cighteeij  years  ago,  soon  after  the 
removal  of  an  only  daughter  in  her  young 
womanhood.  , In  her  sorrow  she  could 


find  comfort  only  in  the  Saviour,  and 
from  that  hour  to  the  time  of  her  death 
He  was  the  stay  and  confidence  of  her 
heart. 

Selma,  Ala. — Work  here  in  this  part 
of  the  Lord’s  vineyard  goes  on  in  the  usual 
way.  There  is  routine  in  everything,  and 
so  it  is  in  mission  fields.  Routine  is 
necessary  for  real  work,  but  to  be  shaken 
out  of  it  occasionally  by  a visit  from 
friends,  or  some  unusual  event,  is  a good 
thing,  as  it  makes  us  look  back  and  see  the 
milestones  we  have  passed,  and  plan  new 
work.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  II.  II.  George  have 
made  us  one  of  these  visits.  We  had  the 
most  enjoyable  visit  with  them,  and  we 
found  them  profoundly  interested  in  our 
work  here.  They  helped  us  in  our  plans 
of  work.  We  feel  that  their  visit  has  done 
us  more  good  than  words  can  express. 
Their  talks  and  sermons  on  temperance, 
Sabbath  keeping,  duties  of  mothers  and 
national  reform  have  stirred  up  our  con- 
gregation in  a most  healthful  way.  After 
Mrs.  George’s  talk  on  Sabbath  keepings 
one  of  our  members  went  to  her  and  said :: 
“I  never  thought  of  it  that  way  before.  I 
am  not  going  to  do  these  things  on  Sab- 
bath day  after  this.”  Another  result  was. 
seen  from  the  answer  Mr.  Bell,  one  of  our 
members,  gave  to  a white  man  who  said 
to  him : “\Y  hy  don't  you  register  to  vote  ? 
You  come  up  to  the  requirements.”  His 
answer  was:  “Yes,  but  the  Constitution 

of  the  United  States  don’t  come  up  to  my 
requirements.”  We  feel  that  Mr.  Bell  is  a 
sincere  Christian  and  Covenanter.  His 
advantages  in  an  educational  way  have 
been  meager,  but  ever  since  he  joined  our 
church  he  has  taken  his  part  in  prayer 
meeting — leading,  praying  and  making 
remarks — and  shows  such  evident  sigijs  of 
embarrassment  that  one  feels  that  he  is 
doing  it  from  a sense  of  duty. 

Last  week  a white  woman  came  to  Mr. 
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Reed,  asking  him  to  get  the  pupils  to  sign 
a pledge  to  not  throw  fruit  peelings,  etc., 
on  the  streets.  She  offered  25  cents  for 
each  100  signatures.  Monday  two  of  our 
young  Covenanter  girls  in  Nos.  7 and  8 
■each  reported  100  names.  We  have  often 
noticed  that  Covenanter  young  people 
show  an  energy  in  studies  and  other  things 
that  is  unusual.  Covenanter  principles 
are  not  calculated  to  gather  large  num- 
bers, but  they  are  calculated  to  cultivate 
“backbone”  and  sturdy  character  in  the 
members  we  do  get.  One  of  our  boys,  Gar- 
field Marshall,  took  the  prize  for  the  best 
original  song  this  winter,  competitors 
from  all  the  other  colored  schools  in  town. 

One  of  our  teachers,  Miss  Blanche 
George,  has  been  very  sick  the  last  two 
weeks.  She  is  recovering  nicely.  She  is 
very  cheerful  and  patient.  Far  away  from 
her  dear  home  folks,  her  sick  room  far 
from  “ideal,”  and  kept  away  from  the 
work  so  dear  to  her,  is  certainly  trying. 
But  she  has  borne  this  trial  like  “a  good 
soldier  of  the  cross  of  Christ.”  We  feel 
that  if  the  Church  really  knew  how 
crowded  our  teachers  are,  that  there  would 
be  a strenuous  effort  made  to  provide  them 
with  comfortable  rooms.  Is  it  right  that 
four  grown  young  ladies  should  all  sleep 
in  one  room  ? We  make  no  complaint. 
We  believe  the  facts  are  not  known,  and 
we  know  the  call  on  every  hand  for 
“money,  money,  money.”  I know  your 
ears  must  ache  with  the  din. 

The  languid,  dreamy  spring  days  are 
coming.  We  have  already  had  a taste  of 
it  in  our  own  “aching  limbs.”  Pretty 
soon  our  pupils  will  need  to  be  “prodded 
with  sticks  to  make  them  move  at  all”  ( ?). 

The  more  we  come  in  contact  with  other 
colored  schools  in  the  South,  the  more 
we  are  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  in- 
dustrial work  being  taught.  There  was  a 
time  when  a common  and  religious  educa- 
tion was  the  crying  need  of  the  negro. 


The  State  does  not  provide  this  yet,  al- 
though it  is  beginning  to  help  along  the 
common  school  line.  But  we  do  not  be- 
lieve the  State  has  any  idea  of  providing 
adequate  school  facilities  for  the  negro,  for 
the  reason  that  it  does  not  have  the  real 
good  of  the  negro  at  heart.  But  they  do  a 
little  so  they  can  “stop  the  mouths”  of 
the  North.  But  we  feel  that  at  the  present 
they  need  to  be  taught  all  lines  of  indus- 
tries, with  the  mental  and  moral  training. 
How  are  these  colored  girls  going  to  learn 
to  do  housework  properly  when  a family 
of  six  or  eight  live  in  one  or  two  rooms 
and  the  mother  gone  all  day  cooking  or 
washing  for  white  families?  How  are 


they  to  learn  cooking — healthful,  econom- 
ical cooking?  How  are  they  to  learn  to 
care  for  tire  sick  or  make  their  own 
clothes?  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
boys. 

The  “holiness  people”  have  been  mak- 
ing a great  stir  all  this  year,  holding  meet- 
ings every  night.  They  keep  up  the  ex- 
citement, claiming  to  “see  things,”  and 
go  into  “transports,”  etc.  Their  preacher 
goes  from  house  to  house,  and  will  scarcely 
take  a refusal  of  admittance.  Such  a 
religion,  which  appeals  to  the  ignorant  and 
excitable,  and  which  promises  the  delight- 
ful feeling  that  one  is  “holy,”  and  “can't 
sin,”  and  “just  all  right,”  is  likely  to  carry 
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away  many.  It  is  much  more  agreeable  to 
the  “natural  man”  than  to  be  told  “that 
we  are  worms  of  the  dust,”  and  “when 
you  have  done  all  those  things  that  are 
commanded  you,  say  we  are  unprofitable 
servants.”  We  have  feared  that  some  of 
oiir  pupils  and  members  might  be  carried 
away  with  it.  Last  week  Miss  Sophia 
Kingston  had  questions  and  answers  from 
the  Bible,  confuting  the  holiness  doctrine, 
taught  to  her  room,  No.  6,  and  they  re- 
cited them  in  chapel  Thursday  morning. 
She  had  literally  “searched  the  Scrip- 
tures” from  beginning  to  end.  It  was 
very  complete,  and  we  thought  very  use- 
ful. Yours  in  His  work, 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Reed. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. — The  Synod  of  the 


Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  North 
America  will  meet  in  the  Syracuse  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church  Wednesday, 
May  28,  1902,  at  7 :30  P.  M.  It  will  be 
opened  with  a sermon  by  the  retiring 
moderator,  Rev.  D.  C.  Martin,  D.D. 

The  following  programme  has  been  ar- 
ranged by  the  Committee  on  Psalmody  for 
a conference  at  Synod,  Thursday  evening, 
May  29,  1902:  To  preside,  Dr.  C.  D. 

Trumbull.  Addresses : “The  Book  of 

Psalms,  a Complete  Manual  of  Praise,” 
Rev.  T.  H.  Acheson ; “Instrumental 
Music,  a Corruption  of  New  Testament 
Worship,”  Dr.  R.  J.  George;  “Psalm 
Singers  in  the  Struggle  for  Civil  and  Re- 
ligious Liberty,”  Rev.  J.  B.  Gilmore; 
“Christ  in  the  Psalms,”  R.  M.  Sommer- 
ville. 


Every  year  the  Allgemeine  Zeitung  of  Munich  publishes  a carefully  prepared 
estimate  of  the  religious  statistics  of  the  world. 

According  to  the  estimate  for  the  present  year  there  are  in  Europe  384,500,000 
Christians,  6,600,000  Mohammedans,  6,500,000  Jews.  In  all  America  there  are 

126.400.000  Christians  ; the  Jews  and  heathen  are  qot  given.  In  Asia  there  are 

12.600.000  Christians,  109,500,000  Mohammedans,  200,000  Jews  and  667,800,000 
pagans.  In  Africa  are  4,400,000  Christians,  36,000,000  Moslems,  400,000  Jews  and 

91.000. 000  heathen.  And  in  Oceanica  are  9,100,000  Christians,  24,700,000  Moslems, 
and  4,400,000  heathen. 

In  the  world  there  are  240,000,000  Roman  Catholics,  163,300,000  Protestants  and 

98.300.000  Greek  Catholics,  or  a total  of  501,600,000  Christians  in  a population  of 

1.544.500.000.  It  is  a striking,  fact  that  Protestants  are  increasing  in  numbers  faster 
than  Catholics.  In  English-speaking  lands  Ireland  alone  has  a majority  of  Catholics. 
The  wealthiest  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  that  of  France. 

— Missionary  Revieiv  of  the  World. 


Wang  Hsin,  a Chinese  convert,  was  during  the  Boxer  troubles  commanded  to  repent, 
and  this  was  his  reply  : “I  have  repented  already.  Before,  I was  a bad  character  ; 

now,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I have  been  changed  for  the  better  ; I am  not  going  to 
change  again  for  the  worse  ; ” and  he  was  cut  to  pieces. 


The  peace  of  him  that  has  lived  near  to  God  is  like  the  quiet,  steady  lustre  of  the 
lighthouse  lamp,  startling  no  one,  ever  to  be  found  when  wanted,  casting  the  same 
mild  ray  through  the  long  night  across  the  maddest  billows  that  curl  their  crests 
arouud  the  rock  on  which  it  stands. — F.  W.  Robertson. 
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THE  GEEAT  VOLUNTEER  CON- 
VENTION. 

The  fourth  international  convention  of 
the  Student  Volunteer  Movement  for  For- 
eign Missions,  which  met  in  Toronto,  Can- 
ada, Feb.  26  to  March  2,  1902,  was  one 
of  the  most  notable  and  significant  gather- 
ings of  the  present  time.  Other  conven- 
tions, like  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  the  Pan- 
Presbyterian  Council,  or  the  Evangelical 
Alliance,  may  outnumber  its  delegation, 
but  this  convention  of  2,296  students  and 
212  professors,  from  408  colleges  and  uni- 
versities and  57  theological  seminaries, 
represented  far  more  possibility  and  po- 
tentiality than  any  of  the  gatherings  men- 
tioned above. 

That  this  Volunteer  Movement  is  of 
God  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  who  were 
privileged  to  attend  the  convention.  There 
was  no  weak  emotionalism,  no  shallow  ex- 
citement about  it,  and  all  the  appeals  were 
made  to  reason,  conscience  and  heart.  The 
foreign  mission  situation  was  presented 
clearly,  broadly  and  almost  irresistibly, 
and  the  supreme  and  unchanging  motives 
were  most  strongly  urged.  And  thus  the 
convention  moved  on  a high  level  through- 
out, without  feverish  emotion  and  without 
factitious  appeal. 

The  chief  meetings  of  the  convention 
were  held  in  Massey  Hall,  which,  seats 
about  5,000,  while  an  additional  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Metropolitan  Methodist 
Church  on  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday 
and  Saturday  evenings,  and  a second  addi- 
tional meeting  had  to  be  held  in  Cooke’s 
Church  on  Saturday  evening.  The  fine 
Massey  Hall  was  very  simply  decorated. 
In  the  rear  of  the  platform  was  a map  of 
the  world,  whose  red  lines  seemed  to  bind 
the  Christian  and  the  non-Christian  peo- 


ples together.  Draped  on  either  side  of 
this  map  were  the  Union  Jack  and  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  signalizing  the  oneness 
of  the  two  great  nations  in  the  work  for 
the  Master,  and  over  all  stretched  the 
watchword  of  the  association,  “The  Evan- 
gelization of  the  World  in  This  Genera- 
tion.” 

It  was  a disappointment  to  me  that  I 
could  not  reach  Toronto  till  Thursday, 
Feb.  27,  in  the  early  morning,  but  home 
duties  have  the  first  claim  on  a pastor, 
and  I can  give  the  proceedings  of  the 
first  day,  Wednesday,  only  as  they  were 
described  to  me  by  my  host,  Rev.  R.  P. 
Mackay,  D.D.,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Canada.  The  opening  session 
of  the  convention,  Wednesday  afternoon, 
was  entirely  devotional,  and  in  it  Robert 
E.  Speer  struck  the  keynote  of  all  ad- 
dresses. “Has  Christ  the  rightful  place 
in  your  thoughts  ?”  “Are  you  living  near 
the  side  of  Him  ?”  were  the  burning  ques- 
tions, bv  which  he  compelled  his  hearers  to 
look  into  their  hearts.  He  was  followed 
by  Mrs.  Howard  Taylor,  of  the  China  In- 
land Mission.  One  of  the  editors  of  the 
Westminster,  in  speaking  of  this  opening 
session,  said : “It  was  to  us  all  one  of  the 
vision-hours  of  life.  We  forgot  for  the 
time  the  ordinary  round ; our  eyes  were 
turned  inward,  and  we  saw  ourselves  in  all 
the  meanness  and  unworthiness  of  our 
lives ; but  our  eyes  Avere  also  turned  up- 
ward, and  we  saw  the  risen  Christ  and  the 
rich  treasures  stored  up  in  Him  for  us. 
And  we  learned,  too,  that  if  we  were  to 
be  a means  of  blessing  to  others,  our  own 
souls  must  be  enriched  by  the  fulness  of 
God.” 

The  evening  session  of  Wednesday 
brought  the  addresses  of  welcome  by  three 
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prominent  Toronto  men — Bishop  Sweat- 
man,  of  the  Diocese  of  Toronto ; Principal 
Caven,  of  Knox  College,  and  Dr.  John 
Potts,  Educational  Secretary  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  to  which  addresses  the 
chairman,  John  R.  Mott,  replied.  Prof. 
J.  R.  Stevenson,  of  McCormick  Seminary, 
pastor-elect  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  Presby- 
terian Church  in  New  York,  gave  the  first 
address  of  the  convention.  His  theme  was 
“Why  should  the  making  known  of  Christ 
to  the  whole  world  be  the  supreme  aim  of 
the  Church?”  In  the  Metropolitan 
Church,  India  was  the  evening’s  theme, 
which  was  discussed  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Jones, 
President  of  a Presbyterian  college  in 
Madura,  South  India,  and  by  the  vener- 
able and  honored  Bishop  Thoburn,  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 

Arriving  in  Toronto  early  on  Thurs- 
day morning,  I went  as  soon  as  possible  to 
the  convention  hall,  which  I was  privileged 
to  enter  in  the  rear,  thus  stepping  directly 
on  the  platform.  The  meeting  had  just 
been  opened,  and  the  vast  assembly  was 
standing,  singing  the  praise  of  God  in  the 
Hundredth  Psalm.  As  the  strong,  fresh 
voices  were  united  in  that  majestic  song, 
and  as  the  mighty  waves  of  melody  rose 
from  the  great  throng,  my  heart  was 
caused  to  beat  with  a quicker  stroke,  and 
I felt  that  I was  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  deep  things  of  God.  After  the  praise 
a few  moments  of  intense  prayer  by  Presi- 
dent Capen  of  the  American  Board,  and 
the  work  of  the  second  day  was  begun. 
John  R.  Mott  read  the  fourth  report  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Student 
Volunteer  Movement,  long,  but  full  of  in- 
terest, giving  an  intelligent  grasp  of  the 
aims,  the  achievements  and  the  future 
programme  of  the  movement.  While  he 
was  reading,  my  eyes  wandered  over  the 
vast  assembly  which  filled  the  fine  hall.  I 
remembered  that  I had  read,  “The  Volun- 
teer Movement  is  an  evanescent  thing,  a 


wave  of  enthusiasm  which  will  soon  die 
down  into  the  dead-level  indifference 
whose  surface  it  has  disturbed.”  I remem- 
bered that  I had  been  inclined  to  believe 
that  these  volunteers  were  excited  young 
men,  to  which  the  churches  and  the  mis- 
sionary boards  must  not  give  serious  heed. 
And  now,  I wras  face  to  face  with  these 
volunteers.  What  an  assembly!  2,955 
registered  delegates,  from  twenty-two 
different  countries,  from  465  educational 
institutions,  and  from  all  evangelical 
bodies.  The  brightest  and  brainiest  young 
men  and  women  in  our  colleges,  and  in 
our  universities,  and  in  our  seminaries, 
the  future  leaders  of  the  nations,  had  sent 
their  brightest  and  best  men  and  women  to 
sit  together  and  hold  counsel  on  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ ! The 
delegates  from  the  different  States  and 
Territories  were  seated  together,  signs,  in 
large  print  and. high  above  their  heads, 
announcing  their  home.  The  searching 
eye  discovered  that  almost  every  part  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada  was  repre- 
sented, and  found  again  that  men  and 
women  of  many  races  were  present.  There 
was  the  negro  and  the  Indian,  the  Chinese 
and  the  Japanese,  the  Gentile  and  the 
Jew — and  all  were  one  in  Christ  Jesus! 
As  I looked  over  that  wonderful  assembly 
I began  to  understand  what  mighty  forces 
are  at  work  for  the  upbuilding  of  Christ’s 
Kingdom ! 

And  from  the  audience  my  eye  turned 
to  the  multitude  upon  the  platform  on 
which  I was  seated.  My  host  was  ac- 
quainted with  all  those  celebrities,  and 
soon  I had  them  pointed  out  to  me.  One 
hundred  and  seven  missionaries  who  had 
seen  active  service  in  the  foreign  field  were 
present  during  the  convention.  Many  of 
them  were  gray  and  showed  that  they  had 
seen  long  years  of  toil.  There  was  Bishop 
Thoburn,  of  India,  whose  name  is  one  of 
the  greatest  in  connection  with  Indian 
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missions.  There  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  How- 
ard Taylor,  of  the  China  Inland  Mission. 
There  was  Dr.  Ament,  whose  name  has 
been  so  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
Chinese  troubles.  There  was  Prof.  F.  D. 
Gamewell,  the  hero  of  Pekin,  who  held  the 
fort  during  those  days  of  anxiety  and 
peril  in  the  summer  of  1900.  Underwood, 
of  Korea ; Hotchkiss,  of  East  Africa;  Jan- 
vier, of  Allahabad;  Baldwin,  of  Foochoo, 
and  many  others  who  had  labored  among 
benighted  heathen,  were  shown  to  me. 
Then  I saw  John  R.  Mott,  the  present 
leader  of  the  movement,  a young  man  with 
clean-shaven  face,  but  with  power  and 
resolution  stamped  upon  every  feature. 
And  I saw  Robert  E.  Speer,  “the  student’s 
friend,”  with  his  strong,  yet  kindly  face 
and  eyes,  the  most  outstanding  figure  in 
the  whole  convention,  who  has  “the  touch 
of  the  prophet,  combining  the  far  vision 
of  the  seer  with  the  kindling  word  of  the 
preacher  of  righteousness,”  whose  speeches 
are  at  once  “literary  in  form,  spiritual  in 
tone  and  compelling  in  their  appeal  to  rea- 
son and  conscience  and  heart.”  Then 
there  were  Harlan  P.  Beach  and  Luther 
D.  Wishart,  and  numerous  men  whose 
names  are  so  familiar  to  the  student  of 
mission  literature,  and  the  speakers  from 
many  parts  of  Canada  and  the  United 
States. 

After  the  reading  of  J.  R.  Mott’s  re- 
port, Mr.  T.  Jayes  brought  greetings  from 
the  Student  Volunteers  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland;  Bishop  Thoburn  spoke  of 
the  need  of  spiritual  men  for  spiritual 
work;  Dr.  Scholl,  of  Baltimore,  spoke  on 
the  same  theme  with  force  and  quiet 
humor;  and  Prebendary  Fox,  of  London, 
the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  English 
C.  M.  S.,  made  the  closing  address  of 
Thursday  morning. 

During  the  afternoon  a number  of  sec- 
tion meetings  were  held,  at  which  the  pres- 
ent condition  and  outlook  of  the  various 


fields  were  discussed.  Thus  India,  China, 
Japan  and  Korea;  Burmah,  Ceylon,  Siam 
and  Laos ; Turkish  Empire,  Persia  and 
Egypt;  Africa;  South  America,  Mexico, 
West  Indies,  Philippines  and  other  Papal 
lands ; the  Jews,  and  Bible  and  missionary 
training  schools  were  considered. 

Thursday  evening  we  went  to  the  Metro- 
politan Church  and  listened  first  to  an  ad- 
dress by  Dr.  Ament  (so  widely  advertised 
by  Mark  Twain’s  attacks),  in  which  he 
gave  a graphic  picture  of  social  and  moral 
conditions  in  China.  He  was  followed  by 
Dr.  Gamewell’s  “Days  of  Peril  in  Pekin,” 
a grand  description  of  God’s  providential 
care  in  those  days  of  great  tribulation. 

In  Massey  Hall  the  theme  for  Thurs- 
day evening  was  “The  Unevangelized  Mil- 
lions,” which  was  discussed  by  C.  A.  R. 
Janvier  (India),  Underwood  (Korea), 
Hotchkiss  (Africa),  Ament  and  Howard 
Taylor  (China). 

Promptly  at  the  appointed  hour  the 
meeting  was  called  to  order  on  Friday 
morning.  The  general  theme  of  the  ad- 
dresses of  the  forenoon  was,  “How  to  Lead 
the  Home  Church  to  Realize  Its  Responsi- 
bility for  the  Evangelization  of  the 
Heathen.”  Dr.  Chivers,  of  Brooklyn,  de- 
manded the  education  of  children  and 
young  people;  Dr.  Wood,  of  New  York, 
recommended  the  printed  page,  and  Har- 
lan P.  Beach  argued  for  a regular  depart- 
ment of  missions  in  colleges  and  semi- 
naries. Dr.  Millard,  of  Baltimore;  Dr. 
Smith,  of  Greensboro,  S.  C.,  and  Dr.  El- 
more Harris,  of  Toronto,  spoke  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  pastor.  In  closing, 
Bishop  Thoburn  urged  the  young  mission- 
aries to  make  Christ  their  one  ideal. 

Twenty-five  denominational  meetings 
were  held  during  Friday  afternoon,  and 
the  relations  of  the  home  church  to  the 
workers  abroad  were  earnestly  discussed. 
Eight  of  the  fifteen  Covenanters  in  attend- 
ance went  to  the  U.  P.  meeting,  since  it 
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was  not  possible  to  get  our  own  people 
together  in  a denominational  meeting. 

Friday  evening  John  R.  Mott  spoke  with 
burning  earnestness  of  the  great  possi- 
bilities before  us.  At  the  conclusion  of 
his  address,  cards  for  subscriptions  were 
passed,  and,  without  any  sensational  ap- 
peal, the  cards  were  handed  back  in  fifteen 
minutes,  and  a sum  of  $60,000  ($15,000 
a year  for  four  years)  was  promised.  The 
subscriptions  were  in  sums  from  50  cents 
to  $2,000.  There  was  some  tendency  to 
applaud  at  first,  but  it  was  sternly  re- 
pressed by  the  chairman,  who  demanded 
prayer  rather  than  applause. 

After  the  offering,  Bishop  Galloway,  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  gave  “Lessons 
from  Master  Missionaries,”  a most  impres- 
sive address. 

The  general  theme  of  the  Saturday  fore- 
noon meeting  was  “The  Use  of  Money  as 
a Factor  in  the  Great  Work  of  the 
Church.”  President  Capen,  of  the  Amer- 
ican Board,  showed  that  our  spendings  on 
ourselves  and  on  our  home  churches  are 
out  of  proportion  to  our  spending  upon 
missions,  while  Dr.  Goucher,  of  Baltimore, 
spoke  on  “The  Financial  Co-operation  of 
Rich  and  Poor,”  and  recommended  that 
the  ideal  of  systematic  and  proportionate 
giving  be  steadily  kept  before  the  Church. 
S.  Earl  Taylor  thought  that  the  Church 
is  only  trifling  with  her  great  commission, 
and  asked  that  the  children  be  trained  in 
giving.  C.  E.  Bradt,  a pastor  of  Wichita, 
Kas.,  related  the  experience  of  his  congre- 
gation, and  showed  the  blessings  it  re- 
ceived when  the  great  commission  was 
obeyed.  Luther  D.  Wishart  pled  that 
congregations  support  their  own  mission- 
aries, and  Prebendary  Fox  spoke  of  the 
need  of  a larger  motive  for  giving  and 
evangelizing. 

Saturday  afternoon  brought  again  sec- 
tional meetings,  where  medical  missions, 
evangelistic  missions,  educational  and 


literary  work,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Y.  W.  C. 
A.  in  mission  lands,  editors,  professors  and 
instructors,  and  young  people’s  leaders 
were  discussed. 

“The  Challenge  to  the  Church”  was  the 
intensely  interesting  theme  on  Saturday 
evening  in  Massey  Hall.  Prebendary  Fox 
rose  to  make  what  was  the  strongest  of  his 
many  strong  speeches  in  the  convention. 
He  spoke  of  the  open  door  and  of  the  loud 
call  for  the  Gospel.  Robert  E.  Speer  fol- 
lowed him  on  “The  Resources  of  the 
Church.”  It  was  the  master  speech  of 
the  convention,  the  impassioned  utterance 
of  a Spirit-filled  man.  As  he  spoke  those 
burning  words,  he  appeared  to  have  been 
on  the  Mount,  and  no  one  who  heard  his 
message  that  night  can  ever  forget  it.  He 
saw  before  him  the  nations  of  the  world 
in  all  their  degradation  and  sorrow  and 
ignorance  and  awful  need.  He  saw  the 
wealth  of  the  Christian  nations,  and  he 
made  us  see  the  tremendous  responsibility 
which  that  wealth  involves.  He  pictured 
the  resources  of  the  Church  in  her  youth, 
her  agencies  and  equipment,  and  above  all 
in  her  faith.  There  was  a hushed  and  in- 
tense interest  all  through  this  powerful 
appeal. 

I was  not  able  to  attend  the  services  of 
the  Sabbath  day  in  Massey  Hall,  because 
I was  requested  to  preach  in  Parkdale 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  morning,  and 
in  St.  James’  Square  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  evening,  but  I reached  the  hall  dur- 
ing the  closing  exercises  of  the  evening. 
Bishop  Baldwin  preached  the  convention 
sermon  at  10  :30  A.  M.,  which  was  followed 
by  a heart  message  from  Mrs.  Howard 
Taylor.  A special  meeting  for  men  dele- 
gates and  another  special  meeting  for 
women  delegates  were  held  at  3 P.  M.,  and 
the  farewell  7neeting  of  the  convention 
opened  at  7 :30  P.  M.  Mr.  Mott  spoke 
on  “Prayer  as  the  Key  by  Which  We  Un- 
lock the  Storehouse  of  Divine  Power.” 
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Prof.  J.  R.  Stevenson  expressed  the  grati- 
tude of  the  delegates  to  the  Christian 
people  of  Toronto,  to  which  speech  Mr.  S. 
J.  Moore  made  a finely  pointed  answer.  A 
number  of  timely  and  short  addresses 
were  made;  fraternal  greetings  by  cable 
were  read  from  Stockholm,  Christiania, 
Rostock,  Calcutta,  Shanghai  and  Tokio, 
and  then  came  the  climax  of  the  conven- 
tion. Air.  Mott  asked  those  who  were 
ready  to  go  to  the  foreign  field  within  the 
year  to  stand  up.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-five  young  men  and  women  rose  in 
the  front  of  the  hall,  and  quietly  and 
modestly  stated  their  fields  and  the  reasons 
of  their  choice.  Parting  words  to  the 
j’oung  missionaries  were  spoken  by  Mr. 
A.  B.  Williams,  the  venerable  Bishop  Tho- 
burn,  and  once  more  Robert  E.  Speer 
brought  one  of  his  burning  messages. 
Then  the  benediction  was  pronounced,  and 
one  of  the  most  notable  religious  gather- 
ings ever  held  on  the  continent  of  Amer- 
ica came  quietly  and  reverently  to  a close. 

The  contrast  between  the  Student  Vol- 
unteer Convention  and  the  ordinary  con- 
vention was  remarked  by  all.  In  all  the 
meetings  great  emphasis  was  laid  upon  the 
importance  and  power  of  prayer,  and  thus 
the  convention  was  kept  steady  and  sober, 
and  free  from  sporadic  enthusiasm.  It 
moved  upon  a high  spiritual  plane,  and 
to  hundreds  it  was  a veritable  Pentecostal 
experience.  No  man  could  look  into  the 
bright  and  eager  faces  of  that  multitude 
of  young  people  representing  the  best  in- 
tellectual and  spiritual  life  of  the  conti- 
nent and  think  of  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  assembled,  without  being  moved 
by  the  thought  of  the  glorious  possibilities 
before  the  Christian  Church.  No  man 
could  treat  such  a gathering  lightly  or 
harden  his  heart  against  its  message. 

And  the  message  of  the  Student  Volun- 
teer Movement  for  Foreign  Missions  is  a 
challenge  to  the  Church.  It  is  a challenge 


to  the  official  boards  of  foreign  mission 
work.  The  pledge  of  these  young  men 
and  women  is  no  empty  form  nor  the  re- 
sult of  sudden  impulse,  but  a deep  and 
deliberate  thing,  the  humble  consecration 
of  love  for  a life  of  devoted  service.  It  is 
the  answer  of  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
to  the  Church’s  prayer  for  more  laborers. 
Here  they  are,  willing  to  be  used.  What 
will  the  missionary  leaders  do  with  them  ? 

It  is  a challenge  to  the  Church  in  all 
her  congregations  and  membership.  Her 
prayer  for  more  laborers  has  been  heard; 
the  calls  for  missionaries  come  from  every 
land.  The  doors  are  open  widely,  and  the 
volunteers  stand  ready.  What  will  the 
Church  do  with  that  challenge?  To  de- 
cline it  would  be  shame;  to  accept  it,  and 
to  meet  its  demands  for  prayer  and  gifts 
and  service,  means  the  enfranchisement  of 
the  Church.  The  duty  is  plain.  The  chal- 
lenge must  be  accepted  by  every  Church, 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  as  well  as  all 
others. 

Louis  Meyer. 

Hoplcinton , la. 

TAIv  HING  CHAU. 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb  has  kindly  sent  Olive 
Trees  a package  of  photographs.  They 
are  marked  “for  you  personally,”  but  we 
have  decided  to  go  to  the  expense  of  re- 
producing them  for  the  benefit  of  our 
readers.  We  believe  that  these  scenes  and 
faces  cannot  fail  to  awaken  new  interest 
in  this  field  of  missionary  enterprise. 

Mr.  Robb  thus  describes  these  pictures : 

The  three  large  ones  are  a panorama 
taken  from  our  mission  house.  No.  1 is 
looking  nearly  south.  It  shows  the  little 
farming  patches,  most  of  them  in  mul- 
berry bushes,  which  have  been  cut  back  to 
the  roots  and  are  just  beginning  their 
spring  growth.  The  river  and  the  moun- 
tains beyond  are  most  imperfectly  shown, 
but  will  give  you  a fair  idea  of  what  we 
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see  constantly.  The  left  of  the  central 
picture  shows  the  Dragon  Mother  Temple 


from  the  rear.  The  center  shows  more 
mulberry  fields  and  a fish  pond,  dry  in 
winter  and  stocked  each  spring,  while  to 
the  right  is  the  straggling  village  leading 
to  the  city  in  the  farther  distance.  You 
will  observe  the  two  large  pawn  shops, 
many  stories  high,  and  the  only  high 
buildings  in  South  China  are  of  this  class 
and  nearly  all  of  this  shape.  The  moun- 


tains are  beyond  the  river,  and  just  to  the 
right  of  the  center  is  Great  Strength 
Mountain,  ten  miles  distant,  and  the  high- 
est in  this  part  of  the  province.  Yo.  3 
shows  Fragrant  Mountain  in  the  back- 
ground. looking  northwest  from  our  home, 
on  the  same  side  the  river  with  us,  as  the 
river  breaks  through  the  hills  almost  at 
the  junction  of  pictures  Yos.  2 and  3. 
The  foreground  shows  you  our  very  near- 
est neighbors’  clump  of  houses.  They  are 
almost  a pattern  for  all  villages  of  that  de- 
gree of  wealth,  which  is  about  the  average. 
The  foliage  is  characteristic  of  this  part 
of  China. 

The  small  picture  is  a photograph  of 
our  Bible  woman.  She  has  been  a Chris- 
tian for  about  four  years,  and  is  unusually 
zealous,  with  as  much  discretion  as  most 
of  her  class.  She  has  been  our  most  effi- 
cient help  and  the  only  one  among  the 
women.  She  has  taught  a great  many  of 
them  and  her  work  promises  to  bear  fruit. 

In  the  picture  of  the  district  magistrate 
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and  his  six  secretaries,  the  principal  per- 
sonage is  sitting  in  the  center.  He  leaves 
ns  next  month,  having  been  promoted.  He 
has  been  a friend  to  us,  and  we  now  know 
that  the  reason  our  property  was  so  care- 
fully preserved  in  our  absence  is  that 
he  “sealed”  it,  thus  signifying  to  all  that 
it  was  under  his  care.  He  is  known  as  the 
magistrate  friendly  to  Christianity.  Un- 
fortunately, he  smokes  opium. 


The  front  of  the  Dragon  Mother  Temple 
shows  you  the  elaborate  detail  in  the  roof. 
This  is  the  temple  nearest  us,  and  is  by 
far  the  most  elaborate  and  important  one 
in  the  city.  The  pig  in  the  foreground  is 
quite  in  place  from  a Chinese  standpoint. 

The  lepers,  photographed  in  our  back 
yard,  where  they  came  begging,  and  the 
prisoners  with  the  stones  chained  to  their 
necks,  will  show  you  two  phases  of  life 
here  that  are  unknown  at  home.  The 
stone  lion  to  the  right  of  the  prisoners  is 
one  of  two  which  guard  ( ?)  the  entrance 
to  the  magistrate’s  Yamun. 

A FEAST  AT  TAK  HING  CHAU. 

— The  following  account  of  an  enter- 
tainment given  by  our  missionaries  to  a 
number  of  Chinese  women  on  Friday,  Feb. 
28,  1902,  is  addressed  to  the  “dear  friends 
at  home,”  who  will  thank  the  writer  for 
this  new  picture  of  mission  work. — 

Most  of  the  women  have  attended  ser- 
vices regularly  since  the  return  of  the 


workers.  Mrs.  Robb  instructed  our  Bible 
woman  to  invite  the  guests.  In  response 
to  the  invitations,  seven  women  came, 
while  others  declined  because  they  were 
afraid  we  would  put  something  in  the  rice 
to  make  them  join  the  Church.  Those 
who  accepted  the  invitation  were  delighted 
to  come,  and  though  not  asked  to  come 
until  3 o’clock  P.  M.,  two  of  the  guests 
were  present  about  noon.  With  one  ex- 
ception, all  were  present  before  the  hour. 
Mrs.  Robb  and  the  Bible  woman  talked  on 
the  Scripture  lesson  from  John  6 :36-37. 
Some  would  give  attention,  while  others 
would  do  something  else. 

Dr.  George  and  I dismissed  our  teachers 
early  so  we  could  help  to  entertain  while 
Mrs.  Robb  was  looking  after  things  in  the 
kitchen.  Perhaps  you  wonder  what  we 
could  do.  Well,  the  Chinese  are  all  very 
fond  of  pictures,  so  we  had  prepared  some 
for  use  at  this  time,  and  we  employed  our 
limited  vocabulary  the  best  we  could  while 
showing  the  pictures.  We  were  soon  re- 
lieved, however,  by  the  hostess  inviting  us 
out  to  dinner.  It  was  not  without  some 
trembling  and  hesitancy  that  the  women 
took  their  seats  at  a table  covered  with  a 
white  cloth  set  with  dishes,  knives,  forks 
and  spoon.  We  also  had  rice  bowls  and 
chop  sticks,  which  all  preferred  but  my- 
self, while  eating  their  meats.  They  all 
bowed  their  heads  while  the  Bible  woman 
asked  the  blessing.  How  vastly  different 
in  their  homes ! 

According  to  previous  arrangement,  Dr. 
George  and  a native  woman  served  the 
feast,  a good  excuse  to  not  use  chop  sticks 
and  eat  Chinese  foods.  The  “menu”  was 
not  extensive : Goose  served  with  a dress- 
ing, according  to  their  taste,  and  which 
would  necessitate  a “label”  to  be  sure  you 
were  eating  goose.  The  pork  was  pre- 
pared in  a way  neither  easily  described  nor 
digested.  The  rice  was  cooked  without 
salt,  as  they  always  cook  it.  They  all 
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thought  the  pineapple  delicious,  because 
we  sprinkled  sugar  on  it.  Not  many  of 
them  know  what  sugar  is  from  its  use,  as 
they  have  only  a native  brown  sugar  which 
is  not  verjr  clean,  and  too  expensive  for 
them  to  use.  A pudding  made  of  native 
nuts  and  some  native  candies  completed 
the  course. 

I should  have  said  the  meats  were  cut 
up,  bones  and  all,  as  is  their  custom ; then 
they  throw  the  bones  on  the  floor.  Their 
hostess  prevented  this  by  taking  a bite  of 


meat  in  which  there  was  a bone,  which 
she  did  quite  gracefully  with  her  chop 
sticks,  removed  the  bone  and  placed  it  on 
a small  side  dish.  They  only  needed  the 
example.  They  all  ate  heartily  and  thanked 
us  over  and  over  because  we  had  such  kind 
hearts  to  invite  them  to  dine  with  us. 
After  dinner  we  retired  to  the  Chinese 
guest  room,  sang  a song  for  them,  which 
they  could  appreciate  only  for  the  noise  we 
made. 


As  they  did  not  know  when  to  go  home, 
we  all  wished  them  a good  walk  and  they 
departed,  rejoicing  because  they  were  our 
friends.  We  pray  good  will  result  from 
this  social  meeting,  and  many  fears  will 
be  removed  from  the  hearts  of  this  people. 
They  express  their  kindly  feeling  in  many 
ways.  Pray  that  we  may  be  specially 
guided  in  all  our  work. 

Jennie  B.  Torrence. 

THE  SUADIA  PASTOR  AND  FOUR 
OF  OUR  BOYS. 

Eight  years  ago  a poor  little  ragged  boy 
came  to  Mr.  Dodds,  asking  to  be  taken 
into  school.  That  little  boy  is  our  Ahmed, 
who  sits  at  Mr.  Dodds’  left  side  in  the 
picture.  As  you  look  at  this  strong  young 
man,  with  the  happy  smiling  face  of  to- 
day, as  he  sits  confidingly  near  his  friend 
and  pastor,  you  cannot  imagine  the  pitiful 
looking  child  of  eight  years  ago,  standing 
in  fear  and  trembling,  with  tattered  rags 
that  half  covered  his  body;  by  his  side 
hung  one  poor  arm,  limp,  shriveled  and 
twisted,  his  black  hair  stood  up  like  faded 
bristle,  bleached  at  the  ends  by  this  scorch- 
ing sun.  Some  advised  Mr.  Dodds  not 
to  take  that  half-witted  child,  but,  oh ! 
how  could  he  turn  the  poor  little  waif 
away?  For  pity’s  sake  he  took  him  in. 
After  the  usual  round  of  ablutions,  his 
head  was  shaved  and  when  he  had  donned 
an  entire  suit  (a  thing  he  had  never  had 
before),  he  was  considered  safe  to  send 
in  to  the  other  boys,  most  of  whom  had 
had  the  same  course  of  treatment. 

In  a very  short  time,  to  the  surprise  of 
all,  before  he  could  read,  he  could  repeat 
Psalm  after  Psalm,  catechisms  and  whole 
chapters  from  the  “Words  of  Life”  that  he 
had  never  heard  before.  He  learned  them 
by  sitting  and  listening  to  the  other  older 
boys  being  taught.  From  that  day  until 
this  every  one  has  been  Ahmed’s  friend. 

When  we  had  to  leave  our  chosen  work 
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and  go  to  the  home  land  in  1898,  we  left 
him  in  the  Boys’  School  in  Latakia,  where 
he  remained  three  years.  This  year  he  is 
studying  for  us  and  teaching  some  classes. 
We  could  hardly  do  without  him  now, 
since  he  has  made  himself  so  useful  and 
trustworthy,  but  we  want  him  to  finish  the 
course  of  stud}7  in  Latakia  next  year. 

In  a late  letter  from  Miss  Edgar  she 
says:  “I  am  sorry  Ahmed  did  not  come 
back.  The  boys  would  have  given  him  a 
warm  welcome,  for  they  all  liked  him.” 

At  the  same  time  Ahmed  came,  Ismiel, 
the  boy  who  sits  in  front  of  Ahmed,  was 
taken  into  school.  There  was  no  hesita- 
tion about  taking  him  in,  for  his  bright, 


sparkling  eyes,  his  smile,  which  lighted 
up  his  face,  showing  rows  of  pearly  teeth, 
at  once  gave  him  favor  in  our  eyes. 

Ismiel  is  the  boy  who  committed  the 
twenty-nine  verses  of  Matt.  7 in  a few 
hours  and  learned  all  his  other  lessons  per- 
fectly besides.  He  came  and  recited  the 
chapter  to  me,  for  I was  to  give  him  a 
pair  of  shoes  he  needed  when  the  chapter 
was  learned.  Mr.  Dodds  and  I were  great- 
ly surprised.  We  had  expected  him  to 
be  six  days  instead  of  half  that  number  of 
hours.  Ismiel  was  no  prouder  than  we 
when  he  went  walking  off  with  his  new  red 
shoes,  turned  up  at  the  toes. 

He  and  Ahmed  have  always  been  fast 


friends.  They  have  had  some  trying  as 
well  as  happy  experiences  together.  At 
the  time  they  were  to  be  taken  to  Latakia 
to  school,  the  Turkish  soldiers  were  closely 
guarding  all  roads  to  prevent  tobacco 
smuggling.  But  as  we  have  learned,  by 
sad  experience,  these  poorly  paid  Turkish 
soldiers  do  not  restrict  themselves  to  the 
work  for  which  they  are  specially  detailed, 
but  are  ever  on  the  alert  to  any  and  every 
pretext  for  extorting  small  or  large  sums 
of  money  from  all  who  may  come  within 
their  reach.  So  you  see  it  would  have 
been  the  delight  of  their  hearts  to  catch 
two  helpless  Fellaheen  boys  on  their  way 
to  an  American  school. 

We  were  all  in  our  mountain  homes  for 
the  vacation.  Mr.  Dodds,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Kennedy,  came  down  to  Suadia  to 
spend  the  Sabbath  with  our  people  and 
to  bring  the  two  boys  up  to  Kessab  that 
far  on  the  way  to  Latakia.  To  avoid  the 
crafty  soldiers,  if  possible,  it  was  arranged 
that  the  boys  would  be  here  with  their 
donkeys,  ready  to  start  at  midnight.  They 
did  not  dare  to  cross  the  Orontes  River 
at  the  ferry,  so  Ahmed’s  father  came  along 
as  guide.  The  river  was  low,  so  they  were 
to  be  guided  across  in  the  darkness  by 
Ahmed’s  father.  Quietly  they  slipped 
along  in  the  damp,  chilly  air,  down  the 
river  bank  until  they  came  to  where  they 
were  to  try  fording  the  swift,  wide  river. 
The  guide  waded  in  ahead,  slowly,  deeper 
and  deeper,  holding  his  arms  and  clothes 
above  his  head.  Mr.  Dodds  went  next, 
then  the  two  little  boys  on  their  donkeys, 
swimming  in  the  deep  water,  followed. 
Mr.  Kennedy  brought  up  the  rear.  There 
was  no  talking  as  they  quietly  went  swish, 
swish  through  the  stream,  each  concerned 
for  the  other’s  safety.  When  once  across 
our  good  brother  Kennedy  found  his  boots 
filled  with  water.  In  his  anxiety  for  all 
getting  across  safely  he  had  failed  to 
hold  up  liis  feet.  There  was  no  midnight 
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sun  to  dry  out  the  “water-proof,”  hand- 
made English  boots,  neither  were  the 
travelers  caring  to  loiter  on  the  way,  so 
on  our  brother  rode,  not  dismounting  un- 
til all  were  safe  in  Kessab.  His  thought- 
ful wife  suggested  that  he  might  have 
been  more  comfortable  if  he  had  emptied 
the  water  out  of  his  boots  at  the  river’s 
bank. 

The  Fellaheen  boys  are  in  constant  fear 
of  being  taken  as  soldiers,  as  the  Fella- 
heen are  all  considered  Moslems,  for  mili- 
tary purposes,  and  are  compelled  to  serve 
years  in  the  army — slaves  to  do  the  most 
menial  labor,  generally.  We  are  thank- 
ful that  these  two  boys  have  escaped  thus 
far.  We  hear  most  pitiful  stories  of  some 
of  our  boys  that  have  gone  to  the  army. 
They  are  not  allowed  to  have  a Bible  or 
a book  of  any  kind  teaching  about  the 
Saviour  they  have  been  taught  is  their  Re- 
deemer.  No  friends  to  cheer  and  help 
them,  no  letters  can  they  receive  from 
their  friends.  They  are  comforted  by  the 
precious  verses  they  have  committed  to 
memory  in  school. 

Ahmed  and  Ismiel  united  with  the 
Church  while  in  Latakia,  and  they  show 
much  interest  in  the  schoolboys  in  many 
helpful  ways. 

Debo,  who  sits  at  Mr.  Dodds’  right,  on  a 
low  stool,  is  one  of  our  orphan  boys.  He 
has  only  one  sister.  She  is  married,  and 
she  with  her  husband  drove  him  away  from 
the  little  home  that  is  his  by  right,  and 
he  came  to  us  pleading  for  a place  to  stay 
during  last  summer’s  vacation.  He  is 
bright,  studious,  always  ready  to  help  with 
work  in  the  school.  His  relatives  hate  him 
because  he  is  a Christian. 

Debo,  with  Abood,  who  sits  behind  him 
in  the  picture,  united  with  our  Church 
and  was  baptized  at  our  last  communion. 
Mr.  Dodds  talked  much  with  them  and 
prayed  with  them  before  he  received  them. 
As  they,  too,  belong  to  the  Pagan  Fella- 


heen sect,  he  was  anxious  to  examine  them 
carefully,  in  order  that  he  might  be  sure 
they  understood  the  only  way  of  salvation, 
through  Jesus  the  only  Saviour.  He  asked 
them  to  pray  with  us.  Their  little  prayers 
— so  simple,  so  trustful,  contained  only 
what  their  hungry  souls  were  longing  for 
— pardon,  acceptance  and  strength  to  do 
what  was  right. 

As  you  look  into  the  faces  of  these  dear 
boys  and  think  of  what  darkness  they 
would  still  be  in  were  it  not  for  your 
schools  here,  and  when  you  think  of  what 
they  may  yet  have  to  suffer  for  His  sake, 
will  you  not  pray  especially  for  your  boys 
beyond  the  seas  ? 

Myrta  May  Dodds. 

THE  AMERICAN  TRACT  SOCIETY. 

The  new  century  has  awakened  new 
effort  and  achievement.  Man  is  impatient 
for  progress.  God,  who  occupied  vast 
periods  in  preparing  the  earth  as  a home 
for  man,  has  chosen  to  prepare  him  for 
his  heavenly  home  by  education,  toil  and 
suffering.  The  progress  of  many  cen- 
turies seems  to  be  fast  culminating.  Mul- 
tiplied facilities  and  ample  means  are  in 
the  hands  of  God’s  people.  Wide-open 
doors  to  whitened  fields  await  the  reaper. 

In  this  great  work  the  American  Tract 
Society  has  an  important  part.  Its  Chris- 
tian literature  is  an  indispensable  means 
for  spreading  the  gospel  among  untold 
millions  at  home  and  abroad.  Under  its 
banners  all  believers  may  rally  for  con- 
certed and  co-operative  effort  in  publish- 
ing and  disseminating  those  central  truths 
in  which  all  evangelical  churches  agree. 
Its  beneficent  and  charitable  work  seeks 
out  and  finds  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  the 
indifferent  at  home  and  abroad. 

Its  colportage  goes  out  into  the  high- 
ways and  hedges.  The  end  of  its  whole 
work  is  not  in  remunerative  sales,  but  in 
extending  the  knowledge  of  Christ  for 
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the  edifying  of  believers  and  the  saving  of 
souls.  No  small  portion  of  its  issues,  espe- 
cially its  tracts,  booklets  and  publications 
in  foreign  languages,  are  undertaken  with 
the  certainty  that,  except  in  the  good 
done  through  them,  they  will  never  bring 
returns ; and  for  these  reasons  the  Society 
claims  the  affection  and  support  of  all 
devout  Christians. 

The  new  publications  added  to  the  So- 
ciety’s list  during  the  past  year  were  32  in 
number — 23  English,  6 Spanish,  2 Polish 
and  1 German.  Seven  of  these  were  vol- 
umes. Of  its  seven  periodicals,  over  3,- 
000,000  copies  were  printed.  Of  the  new 
publications,  six  are  devotional,  two  are 
expository,  one  is  missionary — the  “Report 
of  the  Ecumenical  Missionary  Confer- 
ence,” which  has  been  characterized  as 
“the  most  valuable  work  on  foreign  mis- 
sions that  has  ever  been  published” — 
three  are  inviting  and  admonitory,  five  are 
for  young  people  and  children,  and  one 
for  army  work.  Besides  these,  five  packets 
of  illustrated  Bible  cards  in  Spanish  have 
been  issued. 

The  whole  number  of  distinct  publica- 
tions (not  including  periodicals)  issued 
by  the  Tract  Society  from  the  beginning 
of  its  existence  is  8,336,  of  which  2,032 
have  been  volumes.  It  has  also  aided  in 
the  publication  of  5,013  distinct  books  or 
tracts  at  foreign  missionary  stations,  mak- 
ing a grand  total  of  13,349  issues. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  issued 
from  the  home  office  during  the  past  sev- 
enty-six years  is  32,391,827;  of  tracts, 
479,399,719,  and  of  periodicals,  258,401,- 
568;  making  a grand  total  of  770,193,114, 
which  does  not  include  the  millions  of 
tracts  and  volumes  issued  at  missionary 
stations  in  foreign  lands. 

There  is  a constant  and  strenuous  ap- 
peal for  grants  of  the  Christian  literature 
provided  by  the  Tract  Society.  The  call 
comes  from  every  quarter  of  the  world  and 


from  all  classes  and  conditions  of  human- 
ity. In  response  to  these  urgent  appeals, 
the  Society  has  distributed  its  publica- 
tions broadcast,  in  missions,  hospitals, 
prisons,  asylums,  homes  and  benevolent 
institutions  of  every  kind.  Soldiers  and 
sailors,  the  poor  and  the  lowly,  the  sick 
and  sorrowing,  all  have  been  remembered 
in  the  distribution  of  the  helpful  publi- 
cations of  the  Society.  The  missionaries 
in  the  foreign  field,  including  those  at 
work  in  Mexico,  South  America,  Cuba, 
Puerto  Rico  and  the  Philippines,  have 
been  aided  in  their  work,  as  far  as  the 
funds  of  the  Society  would  permit,  by 
grants  of  literature.  Over  4,000,000  pages 
of  Christian  truth  have  been  circulated  in 
the  Spanish  language.  Libraries  have 
been  selected  and  sent  to  needy  fields ; the 
graduating  cadets  at  West  Point  were 
presented  with  Bibles,  in  accordance  with 
the  usual  custom ; and  every  effort  has 
been  made  to  make  the  resources  of  the 
Society  as  effective  as  possible  in  minis- 
tering to  the  needs  of  Christian  workers 
everywhere.  The  aggregate  amount  of 
gratuitous  distribution  during  the  year 
has  been  to  the  value  of  $14,030.51.  The 
demand  for  help,  however,  has  been  far 
beyond  the  financial  ability  of  the  Society 
to  supply. 

Union  Missionary  colportage  is  a sys- 
tematic endeavor  to  carry  gospel  truth  in 
print  to  the  people  everywhere,  with  the 
added  agency  of  the  living  voice.  Not 
only  is  there  no  better  way  to  reach  them, 
but  in  many  cases  there  is  no  other  way. 
Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  a frontier 
farmer’s  family,  where  the  population  is 
sparse  and  within  many  miles  there  are 
few  or  no  Christians,  no  church  or  prayer 
meeting  or  Sabbath  school.  The  colpor- 
ter’s  visit  is  a pleasant  break  in  their  lone- 
liness. His  cheery  salutation,  “Peace  be 
to  this  house,”  is  accompanied  by  prayer 
that  the  Prince  of  Peace  Himself  will 
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come  and  make  His  abode  with  them. 
His  new  books  are  tempting,  and  they  find 
that  with  them  he  is  seeking  not  to  make 
money,  but  to  do  their  souls  good.  If 
they  are  unable  to  buy,  he  will  give.  Their 
hearts  open  more  or  less  to  his  friendly 
message,  and  its  influence  is  preserved 
and  deepened  by  the  well-chosen  books  he 
leaves  in  the  home.  Out  of  such  inter- 
views Sabbath  schools  and  churches  often 
grow. 

Instead  of  a few  score  colporters,  many 
hundreds  are  needed  for  such  remote  set- 
tlements— among  ranchmen,  miners  and 
the  like,  and  especially  among  the  millions 
of  foreign  immigrants — Poles,  Bohemians, 
Hungarians,  Italians  and  many  others — 
without  churches  or  pastors,  and  needing 
colporters  speaking  their  own  languages 
and  offering  them  gospel  truth  in  their 
familiar  tongue. 

But  besides  all  these  classes,  thousands 
of  colporters  are  needed  in  the  best  evan- 
gelized portions  of  our  country.  There  is 
scarcely  any  group  of  a dozen  churches 
anywhere,  in  whose  neighborhood  there  is 
not  an  im-Christian  population  for  whom 
colportage  is  just  the  means  needed  to 
reach  and  save  them  by  furnishing  fresh, 
wholesome  Christian  literature. 

Time  has  set  the  seal  of  unqualified  en- 
dorsement on  this  form  of  Christian  work. 
During  the  year  55  colporters  have  been 
employed,  including  seven  students  labor- 
ing in  vacations.  They  made  60,722  family 
visits,  and  sold  or  gave  away  34,087  vol- 
umes. In  most  of  their  visits,  these  col- 
porters found  opportunity  for  a word  of 
prayer  or  Christian  exhortation. 

The  results  of  colportage  for  sixty  years 
show  14,985,116  family  visits  made,  16,- 
343,735  volumes  sold  or  granted,  and  8,- 
705,221  cases  in  which  prayer  was  offered 
or  a word  of  personal  exhortation  on  the 
subject  of  Christianity  was  given. 

The  two  Gocl-given  agencies  for  propa- 


gating the  gospel  are  the  living  voice  and 
the  printed  page.  The  ordained  ministry 
has  its  undisputed  sphere,  as  well  as  the 
layman,  evangelist  and  teacher ; but  in  the 
foreign  field  the  Bible  and  Christian  lit- 
erature in  the  vernacular  are  among  the 
foremost  of  the  agencies  for  aggressive 
work  in  behalf  of  those  outside  the  native 
Christian  communities,  for  developing  the 
life  of  believers,  for  giving  prominence  to 
the  churches  established,  and  for  making 
Christianity  indigenous  to  the  soil. 

A large  place  was  accorded  to  this  topic 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  recent  Ecumen- 
ical Conference.  The  testimony  of  the 
missionaries  to  the  need  and  usefulness  of 
this  agency  as  a forerunner  of  the  Bible, 
and  as  a help  to  the  understanding  of  its 
contents,  and  their  statement  of  what  has 
already  been  accomplished  and  what 
should  now  be  done,  are  of  the  greatest  in- 
terest to  those  who  are  laboring  and  pray- 
ing for  the  conversion  of  the  world.  Here- 
in is  emphatic  commendation  of  the  wis- 
dom of  those  who  founded  and  managed 
the  Tract  Society,  in  that  from  its  earliest 
years  it  entered  upon  this  hopeful  field, 
and  that  it  stands  among  the  foremost  of 
the  societies  for  creating  and  disseminat- 
ing this  literature.  The  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  and  one  of  the  secre- 
taries of  the  Society  as  delegates  to  the 
Conference  attended  its  sessions  and  pre- 
sented a summary  of  its  work  abroad, 
showing  in  seventy-five  years  the  issue  of 
5,013  Christian  publications,  of  which  972 
are  volumes,  in  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  languages  or  dialects,  and  an  expen- 
diture of  $735,212.43  at  foreign  mission 
stations  and  the  granting  of  $58,459  in 
electrotypes,  in  addition  to  a large  pro- 
portion of  its  grants  of  publications  made 
from  the  Tract  House  in  Hew  York. 

In  general,  the  manuscripts,  whether 
of  translations  or  adaptations  of  standard 
books  or  of  original  works  conveying 
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Christian  thought  in  the  native  idioms, 
are  prepared  and  presented  by  the  mis- 
sionaries. The  Society  meets  the  expense 
and.  directly  or  through  others,  makes  the 
plates  and  issues  the  publications.  It 
takes  great  pleasure  in  reporting  that  dur- 
ing the  year  it  has  to  a limited  extent  re- 
sumed its  cash  appropriations  for  this  for- 
eign work.  * * * 

The  work  of  the  American  Tract  So- 
ciety, as  it  has  been  thus  presented  in  this 
brief  bird's-eye  view,  is  its  own  best  ap- 
peal to  the  generosity  of  the  Christian 
public.  The  Society’s  resources  are  taxed 
to  the  utmost,  and  a donation  is  most 
earnestly  desired.  The  claim  of  the  So- 
ciety is  in  reality  the  claim  of  the  Master 
Himself,  and  the  help  which  it  asks  it 
seeks  for  the  benefit  of  needy  multitudes 
whose  pathetic  appeal  is  being  constantly 
made  to  its  officers  and  committees. 

Donations  for  the  work  should  be  sent 
to  Louis  Tag,  Assistant  Treasurer,  or  Rev. 
Judson  Swift,  Field  Secretary,  150  Nas- 
sau Street,  New  York  City. 

A GLORIOUS  LESSON. 

Twenty  years  ago  a discouraged  young 
doctor  in  one  of  our  large  cities  was  visited 
by  his  father,  who  came  up  from  a rural 
district  to  look  after  his  boy. 

• “Well,  son,”  he  said,  “how  are  you  get- 
ing  along?” 

“I’m  not  getting  along  at  all,”  was  the 
disheartened  answer.  “I’m  not  doing  a 
thing.” 

The  old  man’s  countenance  fell,  but  he 
spoke  of  courage  and  patience  and  perse- 
verance. Later  in  the  day  he  went  with 
his  son  to  the  Free  Dispensary,  where  the 
young  doctor  had  an  unsalaried  position. 

The  father  sat  by,  a silent  but  intensely 
interested  spectator,  while  twenty-five  poor 
unfortunates  received  help.  The  doctor 
forgot  his  visitor  while  he  bent  his  skilled 
energies  to  this  task;  but  hardly  had  the 


door  closed  on  the  last  patient  when  the 
old  man  burst  forth : 

“I  thought  you  told  me  you  were  not 
doing  anything  ?”  he  thundered.  “Not  do- 
ing anything!  Why,  if  I had  helped 
twenty-five  people  in  a month  as  much  as 
you  have  in  one  morning,  I would  thank 
God  that  my  life  counted  for  something.” 
“There  isn’t  any  money  in  it,  though,” 
exclaimed  the  son,  somewhat  abashed. 

“Money !”  the  old  man  shouted,  still 
scornfully.  “What  is  money  in  compari- 
son with  being  of  use  to  your  fellow  men  ? 
Never  mind  about  the  money ; you  go 
right  along  at  this  work  every  day.  I’ll 
go  back  to  the  farm  and  gladly  earn  money 
enough  to  support  you  as  long  as  I live.” 
“That  speech,”  I said  to  a friend  of 
mine,  one  who  has  spent  many  years  as  a 
conspicuously  successful  teacher,  “went 
into  the  bones  of  the  young  doctor’s  life, 
and  strengthened  him  for  a life  of  un- 
selfish usefulness.” 

“Ah,”  said  the  professor,  “that  one 
speech  was  worth  years  of  text-book  read- 
ing. And  Aret  it  was  made  without  an  in- 
stant’s preparation.” 

“Far  from  it,”  I answered  quickly.  “It 
had  taken  sixty  years  of  noble  living, 
struggling  against  sin  and  self,  pressing 
forward  in  the  paths  of  righteousness, 
bearing  the  cross,  following  hard  after  the 
Perfect  Man,  to  prepare  that  old  Christian 
to  make  that  speech.  Then  the  moment 
came,  and  he  was  ready  to  teach  the 
glorious  lesson.” — Young  Folks. 

To  bring  up  a child  in  the  way  he  should 
go,  travel  that  way  yourself. 

Stories  first  heard  at  a mother’s  knee 
are  never  wholly  forgotten;  a little  spring 
that  never  dries  up  in  our  journey  through 
scorching  years. 

The  sooner  you  get  a child  to  be  a law 
unto  himself,  the  sooner  you  will  make  a 
man  of  him. 
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— Olive  Trees  costs  only  50  cents  a 
year,  except  when  it  is  mailed  to  sub- 
scribers in  the  Borough  of  Manhattan, 
where  it  is  published,  and  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, when  75  cents  must  be  charged  to 
cover  special  postage.  All  communica- 
tions should  be  addressed  to 

R.  M.  SOMMERVILLE, 

327  W.  56th  St.,  New  York. 

— Nearly  two  months  ago  Olive  Trees 
sent  bills  to  subscribers,  who,  unable  to 
read  the  date  written  on  the  wrapper,  had 
fallen  into  arrears  for  more  than  two 
years,  but  with  no  good  results.  We  have 
always  thought  integrity  and  courtesy  to 
be  distinguishing  features  of  Christian 
character,  and  we  shall  not  allow  a few 
instances  of  dishonesty  and  incivility  to 
change  that  opinion. 

— On  Saturday,  April  12,  1902,  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  S.  H.  Kennedy,  who  spent  the 
winter  with  friends  in  America,  sailed 
from  New  York  for  Europe.  They  are 
identified  with  the  Syrian  Mission  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ire- 
land, and  expect  to  resume  work  in  Sep- 
tember. Like  all  true  missionaries,  they 
never  let  an  opportunity  slip  while  in  this 
country  of  presenting  the  claims  of  the 
foreign  fields.  At  one  place,  where  Mrs. 
Kennedy,  then  Miss  Jennie  B.  Dodds,  was 
engaged  in  teaching  before  going  abroad, 
they  received  a magnificent  reception  and 
addressed  large  and  enthusiastic  audiences 
made  up  of  all  denominations  of  Chris- 
tians represented  in  that  community. 

— A letter  written  on  the  S.S.  “Belgen- 
land”  and  mailed  in  Philadelphia  on  Mon- 
day afternoon,  April  21,  reports  the  safe 
arrival  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Easson 


after  a pleasant  voyage  from  England.  It 
covers  a letter  from  a young  man  in 
Famagusta,  giving  an  interesting  account 
of  his  studies  and  work  in  that  part  of 
Cyprus. 

— Special  attention  is  called  to  the  fol- 
lowing 

STATEMENT  AND  APPEAL. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Central  Board, 
held  on  the  16th  of  April,  there  was  re- 
ported a deficit  of  $1,304.97.  The  fourth 
quarter  of  Synod’s  appropriation  for  1901 
and  also  for  the  present  year  were  still  un- 
paid. The  amount  likely  to  be  realized 
from  invested  funds  and  other  sources 
will  probably  be  a little  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  above  deficit.  To  pay 
the  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  1901 
would  necessitate  the  borrowing  of  $700. 
To  pay  that  for  1902  in  addition  would 
necessitate  the  borrowing  of  about  $2,500. 
The  Board  decided  to  pay  the  $700  needed 
to  meet  last  year’s  obligations.  For  twelve 
months,  the  brethren  who  have  been  de- 
pending on  Synod’s  appropriations  for 
their  supplement  have  been  compelled  to 
do  without  the  full  amount  promised.  This 
is  not  right.  The  compensation  is  not 
large ; to  withhold  the  payment  of  any  of 
it  so  long  a time  is  a very  great  injustice 
to  the  laborers.  The  Board  would  have 
liked  very  much  to  pay  in  addition  the 
last  quarter’s  appropriation  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  but  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to 
go  to  Synod  with  a deficit  of  $2,500.  As 
it  has  no  reserved  funds  on  which  to  draw 
in  such  an  emergency  as  the  present,  it  de- 
cided to  make  a plain  statement  of  the 
facts  to  the  Church,  place  the  responsi- 
bility where  it  belongs,  on  the  members 
of  the  Church,  and  appeal  to  them  to 
raise  at  once  the  amount  needed  to  meet 
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all  the  obligations  incurred.  Two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  will  be  sufficient. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  Board  will  be 
on  the  third  Wednesday  of  May.  All  that 
is  needed  is  a hearty  and  united  effort  on 
the  part  of  pastors  and  people  in  order 
that  at  that  date  the  entire  amount  called 
for  may  be  in  the  hands  of  our  treasurer 
for  distribution. 

May  we  not  calculate  on  this  effort  be- 
ing made  at  once  ? 

J.  W.  Sproull,  Chairman , 

A.  C.  Coulter,  Sec., 

W.  J.  Coleman,  Cor.  Sec. 

— Olive  Trees  has  received  for  For- 
eign 'Missions,  since  last  issue,  and  passed 
on  to  Treasurer  Walter  T.  Miller,  $25 
from  the  Young  People’s  Central  R.  P. 
Mission  Band  of  the  Central  Church,  Al- 
legheny, Pa. ; $25  from  the  Sabbath 
School  of  the  Second  Church,  Boston, 
Mass.,  the  first  installment  of  a fifty-dol- 
lar  pledge  for  the  support  of  a native 
teacher  in  Syria;  $11  from  J.  C.  and  R. 
J.  W.,  Chandlersville,  0.,  with  a prayer 
that  God’s  blessing  may  accompany  the 
offering;  $6  from  the  Helping  Hand  Class 
connected  with  the  Second  Church,  Yew 
York,  special  for  Latakia  Hospital;  and 
$1.50  from  the  Syria  Boys’  Mission  Band 
connected  with  the  congregation  in  Balti- 
more, Md.,  for  the  boys’  school  in  Mersina, 
Asia  Minor. 

— A few  weeks  ago  a letter  came  in  with 
$25  for  the  mission  in  China  from  two 
members  of  the  Second  Church,  New 
York,  who  have  always  shown  themselves 
forward  in  every  good  work.  As  they  do 
not  wish  their  names  published,  the  money 
has  been  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer,  as 
the  contribution  of  “A  Friend  of  Mis- 
sions.” 

— At  the  close  of  the  morning  service  in 


the  Second  Church,  New  York,  on  the  first 
Sabbath  in  April,  the  treasurer  of  the 
congregation  handed  the  minister  a pack- 
age, addressed  to  him,  that  had  been  de- 
posited in  the  collection  box.  It  contained 
the  letter  given  below : 

N.  Y.,  Apr.  6,  1902. 

R.  M.  SOMMERVILLE, 

Rev.  Sir: 

I wish  the  inclosed  amount,  sixty-six 
dollars  ($66.00)  to  be  divided  among  the 
missions  of  the  Covenanter  Church,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  needs,  so  that 
the  saving  knowledge  of  Him  “who  died 
that  I might  live”  may  be  thus  further 
diffused. 

Will  you  kindly  forward  the  same  and 
greatly  oblige? 

Yours  in  Christ, 

“His  Workmanship.” 
The  money  has  been  appropriated  as 


follows : 

Domestic  Mission. . .$13.00 

Indian  Mission 13.00 

Southern  Mission...  13.00 

Chinese  Mission 13.00 

Syrian  Mission 14.00 


And  Oltve  Trees  holds  vouchers  from 
the  Treasurers. 

— Since  last  report  we  have  received 
from  the  young  women  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  the  following  offer- 
ings toward  the  support  of  their  mission- 


ary for-1902 : 

Mrs.  Fannie  E.  Graham,  Olathe, 

Ivan $5.20 

Miss  Maud  Graham,  Olathe,  Ivan. 

(deceased)  3.65 

Miss  R.  M.  Moore,  Olathe,  Kan.  . 3.65 

Miss  Jennie  B.  Torrence,  China ...  3.65 

Miss  Maggie  Robison,  Dresden,  0 . 3.65 

Miss  Sadie  E.  Caskey,  Allegheny, 

Pa 7.00 

Mrs.  M.  E.  McKee,  Clarinda,  la.  . 10.00 
Mrs.  G.  A.  Edgar,  Olathe,  Kan ...  5.20 
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Miss  Rachel  Wylie,  Olathe,  Ivan. . $3.65 
Mrs.  Annie  Chase,  Nova  Scotia..  5.20 
Miss  Jane  M.  Edgar,  Manchester, 

N.  H 5.50 

Miss  Ella  Gilchrist,  E.  Meredith, 

N.  Y 3.65 

Miss  Eliza  Cannon,  Wyman,  la..  5.20 
Miss  Lizzie  Huey,  Olathe,  Kan . . 3.65 

Two  Friends  of  Missions,  New 
York 25.00 


— Olive  Trees  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Fen- 
nell P.  Turner,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Student  Volunteer  Movement,  for  a copy 
of 

The  Call , Qualifications  and  Prepara- 
tion of  Candidates  for  Foreign  Missionary 
Service.  Price , pic.  cloth , 25c.  paper. 

This  little  volume  is  not  a formal 
treatise  on  these  subjects,  but  a collection 
of  admirable  papers  prepared  by  mission- 
aries and  other  authorities,  “each  one,” 
as  the  editor  says  in  a prefatory  note,  “an 
expert  who  is  fitted  to  give  helpful  ad- 
vice to  those  preparing  for  work  in  the 
foreign  mission  field.”  This  book  con- 
tains the  very  information  needed  by 
jrnung  men  and  women  who  are  thinking 
of  devoting  their  lives  to  foreign  mission- 
ary work.  It  should  be  read  in  every 
Christian  home. 

In  this  connection  it  gives  Olive  Trees 
great  pleasure  to  call  the  attention  of  its 
readers  to  the  following  notice  that  the 
Report  of  the  Student  Volunteer  Conven- 
tion held  in  Toronto,  Canada,  this  spring, 
can  be  obtained,  if  ordered  in  advance  of 
publication,  at  reduced  rates : 

The  editorial  work  is  being  done  by 
Rev.  II.  P.  Beach,  Educational  Secretary 
of  the  movement. 

The  volume  will  be  bound  in  cloth  and 
will  contain  more  than  600  pages. 


Although  the  price  of  the  book,  postpaid, 
is  $1.50,  orders  sent  in  immediately  will 
be  taken  at  $1  a copy,  postpaid.  Friends 
wishing  to  order  in  advance  can  do  so  by 
sending  a postal  card  to  the  Student  Vol- 
unteer Movement,  3 W.  29th  Street,  New 
A ork.  A\  hen  the  book  is  ready  for  de- 
livery all  subscribers  will  be  notified,  and 
they  can  then  send  the  money,  on  receipt 
of  which  the  book  will  be  forwarded 
promptly. 

— A few  days  ago  the  European  mail 
brought  us 

Civil  Church  Establishment.  By  John 
McDonald.  Shettleston,  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land. 

The  author  of  this  book,  an  esteemed 
Elder  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Scotland,  has  rendered  valu- 
able service  to  the  cause  of  Christ  in  his 
.earnest,  yet  reverential,  discussion  of  the 
relations  of  Church  and  State.  His  argu- 
ments, based  on  the  solid  rock  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  expressed  in  vigorous  English, 
show  clearly  and  conclusively  that  there 
is  no  warrant  for  Church  Establishment. 
On  every  page  there  is  manifest  a desire  to 
honor  the  word  and  a conviction  that, 
while  Christ  is  supreme  both  in  Church 
and  State,  each  ordinance  has  its  own 
sphere  of  action,  and  each  is  to  act  inde- 
pendently, but  under  control  of  the  same 
principles,  for  the  interests  of  religion  and 
the  glory  of  God.  The  book  deserves  a 
wide  circulation,  and  we  cordially  com- 
mend it  to  our  readers. 

— The  present  office  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  of  North  America  is  Room  1011 
Frick  Building,  Grant  Street,  opposite 
Court  House,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


The  weakest  among  us  has  a gift,  however  seemingly  trivial,  which  is  peculiar  to 
him,  and  which,  worthily  used,  will  be  a gift  also  to  his  race. — Ruskin. 


MAP  OF  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PR  ESB  Y ToS  A N IV<5u;  R.  C H 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA.... 

This  mao  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  size,  conforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities,  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Sabbath  Schools  call  have  it  lor  $2.00  and  13  cents  for  postage. 
ADDRESS 

OLIVE  TREES.  327  West  56th  Street,  New  York. 
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NEW  FACILITIES,  University.  Better  work  is  being  done,  year  by  year. 

NEW  BUILDINGS,  Children  of  Clergymen  Have  Tuition  at  Half  Rates. 

Write  for  particulars  to 

W.  P.  JOHNSTON,  Pres. 

BEAVGIt  FALLS,  PA. 

WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 

Publisher,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer, 

PnlMer  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS. 

851  & 853  SIXTH  AVENUE, 

M.  W.  Cor.  of  48th  Street,  NE  W Y OBK. 

CARD  ENGRAVING,  STAMPING,  WEDDING  INVITATIONS, 

KOTUBES  ANT3  PIOTURB  FBAMINO. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


Telephone,  2700  Franklin  Established  1800 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and  .... 
Manufacturing  Stationers 
52  to  58  DUANE  STREET 

NEW  YORK 


MACKEOWN’S 

EYESIGHT  TESTING  ROOMS  for  SPECTACLES. 

NEW  YORK: 

24  EAST  42d  STREET.  Branch,  16  JOHN  STREET. 

Telephone,  66t3-88lh  St.  Telephone,  956-Cortlandt. 

Thedowntown  branch  will  be  a great  convenience  to 
many  of  our  patrons  who  find  it  difficult  to  come  to  our 
uptown  rooms,  and  especially  to  those  who  travel  by 
the  downtown  ferries. 

Glasses  made  at  one  place  can  be  duplicated  or  re- 
paired at  the  other,  either  by  mail,  telegram  or  ’phone. 

J.  J.  NIACKEOWN. 


FtO»ciiT  L.  McCleaw.  Telephone,  1377 — 38th  St. 

WM.  MeCLEAN’S  SON, 

Funeral  Director,  . 

Licensed  Embaimer 

869  SEVENTH  AVENUE, 

Bet.  Loth  and  Lltf  Streets.  N EW  YORK. 


WPITF  JAMES  s-  TIBBY.  Pittsburg,  Pa.  (P.  O. 

Y"  ■\A  1 I-*  Box  1022),  when  you  want  the  following  COVE- 
= NANTER  LITERATURE: 

PSALTERS,  OLD  AND  NEW  VERSION  PSALMS. 

BOOK  OF  TESTIMONY  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

COVENANT  AND  PASTORAL  LETTER.  ! 

MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 

CATALOGUE  OF  PROFESSORS  AND  STUDENTS  OF  THE 
SEMINARY. 

PSALM  SELECTIONS  FOR  CONVENTIONS  AND  SCHOOLS.  - 


I 


O’NEILL’S 

SIXTH  AVENUE,  20th  to  21st  STREET,  N.  Y. 

Qpring  Millinery 

Special  attention  is  directed  to  our  SPRING  COLLEC- 
TION OF  TRIMMED  HATS.  It  is  the  largest  we  have 
ever  presented,  and  embraces  all  the  newest  and  choicest 
Novelties  in  Shapes  and  Trimmings. 

In  addition  to  the  superb  variety  of  Imported  Hats  to 
be  seen,  there  are  Hundreds  of  Rich  and  Exclusive  Designs 
from  our  own  workrooms,  including  a magnificent  assort- 
ment of 

Children’s  Trimmed  Hats 
Tor  Dress  and  Ordinary  Wear 

The  FINEST  SPRING  NOVELTIES  in  Un- 
trimmed Hats,  Flowers,  Braids,  Crowns, 
Ornaments,  etc. 

Lowest  Prices 


